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Titus 3:1-7 

1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good 

work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show every courtesy to 

everyone. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 

passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another. 4 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not 

because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the 

water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

Titus is a letter that is known as one of three pastoral epistles. I have heard some say that 

they don't believe in structured religion. Well, the pastoral epistles establish the pattern of ministry that is 

now the church structure. This has enabled the church to triumph over the centuries and ward off false 

teaching and heresy.  The pastoral epistles contain theology of practical daily living. This letter 

addresses characteristics of Christian leadership, the characteristics of false teachers, and 

characteristics of well ordered Christian household.   

Today's Scripture is about the theology of living in the world. The Christian household is 

a major contributor to the social order of the community. The Scripture lists several aspects that 

Christians are to maintain. We could take each one by itself and talk about all day and never 

finish. I think the main thing is to have a discipline of Spiritual attitude. In other words - to be a 

spirit filled person. That is to take on a specific personality characteristic; to have a personality 

that is molded like Christ.  

So, how are you doing? How are you doing as a church? Many times I am asked how the 

church is doing. People want to know about attendance and finances. Repeatedly I tell people we 

are a Spirit filled ministry. That is what it's all about. It is about being Jesus - being a person like 

Jesus to one another and to the world around us. When you focus on what's important - the most 

important - we are doing great! And we have been for 113 years. Congratulations go to you on 

your 113
th
 anniversary of long established, successful ministry.   

Today's Scripture has a list of items, actually they are commands, they are do's and 

don'ts. If we analyzed each of these through contemporary attitudes we would debate them and 

never reach an agreement. However, if we take the Scripture and compare what it says to the life 

of Jesus. Then we get a clear picture of what the Scripture commands and see how we should 

live our daily lives. For example verse one states "remind them to be subject to rulers and 

authorities." Well, the world we live in today is politically controversial. We have partisan 

politics that has more arguments than agreements. We have a political system that has a history 

of corruption and  abuse that has led to the decay of human rights with a wealth and income gap 

that keeps getting worse. Today we have a system that is not by the people and for the people but 

is by the money and for the money; by the corporation and for profit where care of the people are 

secondary to profit. Massive wealth elects officials that will protect their wealth so they can 

hoard their financial resources while others suffer. Now take a look at Jesus and the culture of 

Palestine 2,000 years ago. We see a community that is occupied by a foreign army. During this 

time there is a movement of rebellion that Jesus does not support, address, or encourage. What 

does Jesus do? Jesus teaches love. The human emotion wants to be on one side or the other. The 

human emotion wants to fight and win. But the Scripture teaches the reader to embrace a 

personal character like Jesus.  



God could have been a rebel. God could use authoritarian control and punish the people 

for transgression. God could crack a whip, chain us, imprison us, even destroy us. God could 

make us pay for our sins. But by the grace of God we have Jesus. As Christians we have the 

personality characteristics of Jesus and each one of these characteristics is a sermon in itself. 

Titus is instructed to remind the people to embrace their Christ characteristics. So, Titus is to 

remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities. This is good behavior, to remind them 

to behave, not be rebels. I think it is important to note that this assumes the rulers and authorities 

are righteous. Corrupt, abusive, and oppressive regimes require change. Notice the Scripture says 

"to be ready for every good work." The Scripture assumes the leadership is good and as such the 

people are to focus on doing the good work together.   

There are many good lessons in the Scripture today. "Speak evil of no one." How many 

times do we need this lesson? This might be one that we need to write down and save for 

reference because it is a commandment that is very hard to keep. If you are going to live by the 

New Testament Bible you will speak evil of no one. So, ask yourself am I or am I not going to 

live by the NT Bible? "Avoid quarreling." More practical advice for inter human relationships 

that is applicable for work, school, family, and church. Every human fight or argument violates 

this commandment. The rest of the verse goes with it "be gentle, and to show every courtesy to 

everyone." I am not exempt from this or other negative human emotions and have to remind 

myself over and over again to show every courtesy to everyone.  

The letter then goes in to the contrast between the old self and the old life prior to 

becoming a Christian. Your pre-Christian characteristics were to be foolish, disobedient, led 

astray, and slaves to passion and pleasure, malicious, envious, despicable, and posses hatred. 

Again, each one of these can be unpacked into a lesson upon itself.   

There was a big change in the world due to the kindness of God. Instead of the 

punishment that we righteously deserve, God chose not to whip us, chain us, imprison us, or 

destroy us. Almighty God, out of love and kindness, presents to us a loving Savior. The Savior 

saves us not because of any works of righteousness that we might do; he saves us according to 

his mercy. Through the sacraments of baptism, the Holy Spirit renews us. Christ pours out the 

Holy Spirit on us. Instead of the things that are selfish and corrupt, we get eternal life. And this is 

so beautiful, so awesome, it is breath taking.  

Yesterday I had the honor and privilege of conduction a wedding for Michael Weiringo 

and Amber Allen. Everything was beautiful, it was  outdoors and by a lake, a peaceful oasis. 

There was a pavilion, decorations, formal attire with matching dresses and suits. It was all so 

nice - so nice - very beautiful. But when the bride came forth. She was so beautiful it was 

radiant. Beauty that was so powerful it transposed goose bumps and tears into the audience. Oh 

wow! So beautiful, so awesome, it was breath taking and stunning.  What we have from God 

goes way beyond that. It is so beautiful, so awesome, so breath taking, it reaches a realm within 

the soul of humanity. All because of the Grace of God.   

 

 

 

  

 


