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Marks of a True Christian  May 5, 2019 

Romans 12:9-21     
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 

serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to 

the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless 

and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in 

harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 

wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 

sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 

never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20 No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 

thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 

heads." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

The title come from the heading of my study Bible Marks of a True Christian. I noticed 

an interesting parallel between this particular Scripture and Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. The 

reason for this is that the Apostle Paul addresses a community of believers that are shaped by 

Christ. His perspective is that we are one body and Jesus Christ is the shaping force. So, Paul 

uses the words of Christ as his guide for his lessons to the people. He lists spiritual gifts and 

follows through with ways in which Christians are to live, act, and behave. These spiritual gifts 

are mainly concerned with building up others as opposed to the pursuit of individualism. At the 

top of list is love which will always do good for the other person.  

There is so much to cover in today's Scripture we could have a sermon on each individual 

verse by itself. Verse 9 starts off "let love be genuine." We could stop right there and spend the 

rest of the time on this one idea. To let love be genuine means that our love is to be honest and 

sincere. This could be the biggest obstacle that Christians face.  

Recently I was engaged in a conversation with a friend of mine who told me a story about 

a problem he had experienced in his leadership role within his church. Somebody had criticized 

him behind his back. While he was talking I provided no advice. It was good just to be there and 

listen. All he needed was somebody to understand and offer some support and, of course, he 

needed the opportunity to express his frustrations with reassurance that it is all in confidence. As 

he told me the details about how the person complained about him behind his back, I thought 

"this is the same old problem, people who gossip, people who complain, people who cut you 

down behind your back instead of coming to you, it is all the same old problem. Some people are 

more concerned with the pursuit of individualism than they are concerned with building up 

others." As we were leaving and saying goodbye I decided to say something. I said "You know, 

some people just don't get it, they are active in church, they call their selves Christians but they 

don't see how they are not living by the word. The problem goes back to Garden of Eden with 

Adam and Eve wanting to do their thing instead of God's thing. The same root problem runs all 

the way through the Bible; Exodus, Kings, prophecy, and New Testament, to us here today. 

People want things their way instead of God's way. I have noticed that virtually all complaints 

come from some basic problem. Someone is not happy because they did not get their way when 

they should be focused on God's way." 

Wouldn't it be nice if everybody was united together and focused on the will of God? 

Wouldn't it be nice if everybody was actually shaped by Christ? Reality is that this is what we 
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are supposed to be. One body of which Jesus Christ is the shaping force. Wouldn't it be nice if 

everybody was concerned with building up others instead of the pursuit of individualism? 

Wouldn't it be nice if everybody put love at the top of their list?  

In our scripture for today that is what the Apostle Paul is teaching. The Apostle Paul is 

teaching Christian ethics. These are the marks of a true Christian. Many ask "What would Jesus 

do?" He would be patient, bless the other person, encourage love, and build up others. My 

favorite question is a close parallel "What did Jesus do?" He relied on the word. When 

challenged by Satan Jesus went to the word, he quoted the scriptures. When we are challenged 

we too should go to the word.  

Today's Scripture teaches that complaining about people is a direct contrast to genuine 

love, showing honor to one another, blessing others, focusing on that which is noble, and living 

at peace with everyone. These are marks of a true Christian. When we give of ourselves to help 

build up others we also build up the self. I encourage you to pause and think about this and let it 

soak in. Building up others automatically reflects back on you. Negative criticism reflects back 

on you and positive cultivation or enriching others reflects back on you. When we give of 

ourselves for the benefit of others, we bless them and often we help to meet needs that money 

can't buy. There is no substitute for your offering of kindness. You can give of your time, your 

effort, and your energy to bless others in many ways; a reassuring touch, a sincere compliment, a 

helping hand, a smile, a compassionate ear. You can offer friendship, love, and forgiveness. 

When you bless others you receive spiritual nurturing in return. Bless others, find ways to bless 

others, these are the marks of a true Christian.  

  

 


