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Matthew 4:12-17

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 "Land of
Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles

16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and
shadow of death light has dawned." 17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near” (NRSV).

Matthew, the author of this Gospel, was one of the twelve disciples. He was a tax
collector who left his work to follow Jesus. Matthew's main focus throughout his Gospel is
Jesus—his claim to be who he says he is, as proven by prophecy. Matthew quotes the Old
Testament more than any other New Testament author. He traces Jesus' descent from Abraham
and emphasizes his lineage to King David. Matthew covers the life of Jesus chronologically,
beginning with the birth and early years of Jesus, his sojourn in Egypt, the baptism, the
temptation, and the ministry in Galilee. There is one often-overlooked fact: Jesus left Nazareth
and made his home in Capernaum.

Capernaum was an important town located on the northwestern shore along the edge of
the Sea of Galilee. Though it was a small fishing village with a population of only 1,500, it was a
busy fishing and commercial center along major trade routes where the message could reach
people across the Roman Empire. Capernaum is frequently mentioned in the Gospels. It was
home to four fishermen—Peter, Andrew, James, and John—and Matthew the tax collector. The
town played a central role in Jesus' ministry. Jesus spent a lot of time there, and it became his
ministry base after he left Nazareth. Many of the miracles and teachings took place there. Jesus
taught frequently in the synagogue at Capernaum. The people had the opportunity to hear the
word of Christ firsthand and witness his awesome power and love.

Matthew was careful to validate the credentials of Jesus. He uses prophecy as
confirmation, quoting Old Testament prophecy about a new age and a new ruler from Isaiah 9:1
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on
them light has shined (NRSV). Jesus starts his preaching ministry by leaving Nazareth, going to
Capernaum, and living there. He recruited his first disciples. Consider what Jesus was calling
them to do. He tells them, "Come, follow me," and "I will make you fish for people." They have
to do two things: follow and fish for people. When we go fishing and catch a fish, we pull them
out of their comfortable environment. The same thing happens with fishing for people—we pull
them out of their comfortable environment.

Notice a very important characteristic of his disciples. At the word of Jesus—"Come,
follow me"—Peter and Andrew, in verse 20, at once left their nets and followed. James and
John, in verse 22, immediately left the boat and their father and followed. Matthew, later in
chapter 9, was sitting at his tax booth in Capernaum when Jesus called him. What kind of people
followed Jesus? Fishermen. Men. Uneducated. But there is one common characteristic: all were
willing to give up their stuff, to give up their life of comfort and follow.



Jesus' ministry takes place in a world where righteousness is resisted, righteous prophets
get arrested, and people dwell in darkness. Yet a great light shines in the darkness. There is hope
for those living in darkness, for those estranged on the fringes of society, hope for all identified
as not belonging—even for Gentiles. The shift in ministry from Nazareth to Capernaum reveals
three recurring themes: Fulfillment of Scripture, Salvation of Gentiles, Announcement of the
Kingdom of God—which Jesus repeats over and over. His public ministry was founded upon
God's rule.

How many of us like to go fishing? Fishing is a great sport—it's fun. Catching that first
fish brings a great feeling of excitement. It doesn't matter if you are young or old or if you are a
girl or a boy. I had an uncle who was good at fishing and would take me to Isaac Walton Lake,
far across the river. [ never was very good at fishing, but he sure was. He had a friend that was
even better—a great fisherman who would always catch more than anyone else. What does it
take to be good at catching fish? Skill that you learn, practice, and develop. You need to be
properly equipped, know what bait to use, know where to go, and have lots of patience. Jesus
was walking along the seashore when he saw two brothers—fishermen named Peter and Andrew.
Jesus knew they made their living by fishing. He called out to them, "Follow me, and I will show
you how to fish for people!" They laid down their fishing nets and followed Jesus.

In today's scripture, Jesus calls the fishermen to leave their nets and follow him. They
obeyed. Peter and Andrew responded at once. James and John responded immediately. They
obeyed because they recognized the word of the Lord and Savior. Today, we are to do the same.
Jesus calls us, and we are called to follow. Jesus is not going to make us all apostles, preachers,
or evangelists. But whatever interests we have, whoever we are, Jesus can use us. It does not
matter what our talents are. If we are willing to follow, to turn our skills and abilities over to him,
he can use us. We are called to follow because we also recognize the word of our Lord and
Savior.



