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Blessed by God  August 20, 2017   

Matthew 25:37-46 

37 Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 

gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you 

a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw 

you sick or in prison and visited you?' 40 And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41 Then 

he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 

you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will 

answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 

prison, and did not take care of you?' 45 Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you 

did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46 And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

 

This is the third parable of Jesus in the Olive Garden about the end of age and his return. 

In Matthew chapter 24 Jesus came out of the temple and comments about the destruction of the 

temple. I am sure there is more to the dialogue, we just have the tip of the iceberg, a small slice 

of the whole pie. After they arrive in the Olive Garden the disciples ask when. When will this be 

and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age? In the Bible Jesus goes into a 

long dialogue. The Scripture is rich in information that includes several lessons. It would take us 

months to cover them all. When we get to Matthew chapter 25 we find three parables. We 

already talked about the ten bridesmaids. The lesson was on being ready and having due 

diligence. We also talked about the talents. The lesson was on using your skill and ability for the 

benefit of the master. Today is a lesson on judgment and righteousness. Jesus defines 

righteousness by faith as it is seen in action.  

The parable actually starts at verse 31. The parable is within the realm of continued 

dialogue where Jesus answers a question posed by his disciples regarding the end of age and his 

return. When Jesus returns he will come in glory with his angels and will sit on throne. All of the 

nations will be gathered before him and he will separate them. So, this is the judgment of the 

nations, it is the judgment of all, everybody. According to Jesus this is how all, everybody, will 

be judged. I take this time to emphasize that this is not according to me, it is not according to any 

other preacher. This is according to Bible! Jesus says that all will be judged by this particular 

rule.  

For clarity sake Jesus uses an example of a shepherd. Like a shepherd separates the sheep 

and the goats. This is imagery that people can easily relate to so that they can get a picture, a 

frame of reference, of what he is talking about. Jesus points out a disparity. The sheep are on his 

right. This is symbolism, it follows a discipline of etiquette where the seat of honor is on the 

right.  The goats are placed on his left. This placement is God's regulation. It is God's placement. 

It is based as a response to faith, that is faith in action. It is in contrast to how people rank others. 

In society we rank people according to whether or not there is a benefit to us in the relationship, 

or social status, or race, or gender. The king whom represents God will say to those on the right 

"come you are blessed by the Father, inherit the kingdom of God.  

I personally think these are compelling verses that all Christians must obey but very few 

do. "I was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I 
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was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothing. I was sick and you 

took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me." This is Scripture to live by. 

Now I'm going to talk about you. I am not going to tell you that you are good ..... and just 

leave it at that. You know, in a court case there is the plaintiff and defendant. There is one 

argument and a counterargument. The truth is revealed when the evidence is presented. The 

evidence shows the facts, it avoids the emotional arguments, biases, gets to what is real. The 

evidence reveals you are a terrific ministry. The average tenure of a pastor here is 15 years. That 

is virtually unheard of in ministry. It is 3 times the going rate. Why the longevity?  

You have a very special ingredient and I am proud to describe it. A simple description is 

the Spirit of Christ lives in the life of the ministry. The special ingredient is you are a spirit filled 

church. The special ingredient is not something that is tangible. You cannot measure it like you 

can measure physical things. For example my Mom and Dad lived in Lynchburg. They got along 

well with their neighbors. They knew and talked with the people next door and across the street.  

Knew the people in the houses around us but that's about it. There was no fellowship, no sharing 

of resources, no looking out for each other. Then they moved out into the country. It was a forty 

minute drive from Lynchburg. The big difference was in the neighbors.  The people weren't just 

neighbors, they were not just people that you live next to and get along with. They had friends. 

People they could confide in, lean on, share their time and material. They showed how much 

they care for one another. A key to understanding this special ingredient is that it is shown, it is 

revealed in action.  

When I came to this church I knew there was a difference. I could tell in here (point to 

the heart). I could sense it and feel it and I appreciate it. The beauty of this church is this special 

ingredient. This aura surrounds you. It creates a distinctive atmosphere. It engulfs the 

environment as it is contagious and effects those around you. This is love. You are a spirit filled 

church.  I see it because I am detached. I came in to the life of this church from a different 

environment. The special ingredient gives you a rich history of successful ministry. Further 

evidence is revealed in your longevity of life which is now 113 years. And your staff stability. 

The only turnover is one retirement. And of course that warm fuzzy feeling that you get from the 

spiritual life of the members is second to none.   

In the Scripture it is judgment time for the sheep and the goats. The righteousness are not 

those who proclaim to be righteous. The Bible describes righteousness as a response to faith 

which is demonstrated by actual, physical, action. These are all simple things that anyone can do. 

Feed the hungry, drink for the thirsty, welcome strangers, cloth the needy, care for the sick, and 

visit those in prison. We don't do it for our own benefit, or gain, or reward, or recognition, or to 

make us feel good about ourselves. We do it for the others. The Scripture tells us we do it for 

Christ. That's why you have the special Ingredient, it is because you are a spirit filled church. 

That is that's why you have such a strong history of success. Love is not self contained. Love is 

felt and experienced. Faith is felt and experienced. In human relationships it is not enough to say 

I love you. Love needs to be shows through action.  

During the depression there was a woman that fed hungry men. She prepare food for her 

family and she would prepare several more meals for homeless travelers. In time word got 

around and more and more men would show up at her door at meal time. One day  she asked one 

of them how he knew to come to her house. His answer. "Your address is written on the boxcar 

walls." She was a Christian responding to her faith.  

The lesson is Jesus demonstrating the importance of responding to faith. We should 

respond as if Jesus visits you in person and says "Show me your food ministry. Show me your 
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clothing ministry. Show me your prison ministry." What you do for others you do for Jesus. This 

is action of the righteous and you will sit on the right side of the throne where you are blessed by 

God.   

 

 

  


