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Under His Wings June 11, 2017      

       

Matthew 23:37-39 

37 "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 

often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 

and you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you, desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will 

not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 

 

The lesson takes place during Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem. He is confronted by his 

opposition, the religious leaders. He could have easily avoided all of this trouble but that was not 

his purpose. He could have chosen instead to go to Egypt or anywhere else that is safe. However, 

he chose to go to the heart of the opposition where he is confronted with multiple attacks on his 

integrity by people who have conspired to kill him. Jesus’ responds to his opposition with the 

word. He educates his audience. In so doing he simultaneously reveals the hypocrisy of the 

religious leaders and shows the will of God as well as the love of God.   

Today's Scripture is the tragedy of rejected love. At this point in the Scripture Jesus is no 

longer addressing the challenge; now he is addressing his sorrow. It is not for self for facing the 

pain and agony of being nailed to the cross. His sorrow is for them. People know that in a time of 

danger a hen protects her chicks by gathering them together and using her wings as shelter. Jesus 

used this metaphor out of love. Jesus speaks not as judge that is condemning them for some 

action. Jesus speaks to them out of love. His wish is that he could protect the people. According 

to Matthew Jesus sees the danger that lies ahead. He knows the danger, judgment, destruction is 

imminent. However the people are stubborn and refuse him and reject him. The consequence of 

rejection is predictable. It is easy to predict because of the nature of their behavior. The irony is 

that self serving behavior has a way of being self defeating.  

The godly track is that the will of God benefits all of humanity. The love and care for 

others, the peace and safety that Jesus teaches and God provides is good for all. Their stubborn 

position goes against the will of God. All behavior results in a consequence. Their action is not 

exempt from its consequences. There were multiple instances in the Old Testament that the 

religious leaders were familiar with and should have learned from. The repeat cycle of prosperity 

and despondency is revealed repeatedly. When they do well, when they are obedient to God, they 

are rewarded. After a period of time they take their prosperity for granted, they fail to give their 

thanks to God for their bountiful blessings. As a consequence of this selfish behavior they reject. 

This in turn results in the condemnation. The Old Testament prophets warn the people repeatedly 

that despondency is coming because they fail to repent. Jesus comes and brings them the love of 

God. Jesus shows them the love of God. Jesus reveals their hypocrisy and they fail to repent. 

Jesus warns the people that despondency is coming. But true to their own hard-line policies, 

while the claim fealty to God but actually reject God.  

The contemporary lesson is in regards to how the Scripture speaks to us today. Look 

around you and you will see that the world around us, our society, is rejecting God. Who knows 

why? There have been lots of theories but not one definitive answer. I can predict that America is 

headed for serious trouble as a consequence of rejecting God. When we look at what the Bible 

says about the life and teachings of Jesus we learn that the benefit is for the whole of society. 

The major themes of Jesus’ teaching are the Kingdom of Heaven, righteousness, the love ethic, 

and faith. The lessons on faith are actually lessons on what active faith looks when the believer 

puts faith into action. We know that if we reject God the consequence of our action is damnation, 
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eternity in hell, with heaven closed off to you, no access, no key, and no win. But do we realize 

that if the whole of society rejects God there is a consequence? It affects the whole of society. I 

can easily predict America is on the road to doom because the decay of Christianity, which is a 

result of large numbers of people rejecting of God. This large scale rejection has a consequence 

because self serving behavior is self defeating.  

The recurring theme of the prosperity cycle is evident in the Bible through many 

examples. In times of prosperity the people fail to give thanks to God, fail to repent, and are 

eventually punished. They reach a state of despondency when things are finally so bad that they 

have no hope other than God. Then they turn to God and are rewarded. This recurring theme 

repeats itself through different people, places, and times in a cycle of prosperity and 

despondency.  

The Scripture reveals the patience of God. The people of Jerusalem are known to have 

killed prophets and messengers of God. But God did not give up on them. In fact God took and 

extra step and sent the Son to the people. The Scripture reveals the appeal of Jesus. He is a man 

of love with a tremendous responsibility of bringing salvation to the world. The Scripture reveals 

the deliberate sin of people who refused Christ and plotted to kill him because he threatened their 

position. The Scripture reveals the consequences of rejecting God. If religious leaders accepted 

Jesus, repented, and abandoned their power politics they would have faced a much different 

future. However, the nation rejected Jesus, the son of God. By rejecting him they in turn rejected 

God as a consequence they were doomed.  

Nowhere in the Bible is Jesus reported as saying that you have to come to church to be a 

Christian. But we come to church to worship God. As Christians we follow the teachings of 

Jesus and the actions of Jesus. He went to the temple to worship God. We cannot be Christians if 

we do not follow Jesus. If we claim to be Christians and do not follow in Jesus footsteps then we 

play the role of his opposition. The religious leaders claimed loyalty to God but their action in 

the way they treated Jesus reveals a different nature. They were self serving not God serving. 

Jesus did nothing for selfish gain. He showed love and care for the people. We are to remain 

faithful to God, to be examples of Christ and care for the people. Christ demonstrated his desire 

to care for the people like a hen and took them under his wings.   

 


