Rejection of Jesus March 08, 2026

Matthew 13:54-58

54 He came to his hometown and began to teach the people in theirsynagogue, so that they were
astounded and said, "Where did thisman get this wisdom and these deeds of power? 55 Is not this
thecarpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not hisbrothers James and Joseph and
Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all hissisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?" 57
And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not withouthonor except in
their own country and in their own house." 58 And he did not do many deeds of power there,
because of their unbelief (NRSV).

The Gospel of Matthew is meticulously designed to show us that Jesus is the Messianic
King promised throughout the Old Testament. Matthew begins his account by establishing Jesus’
credentials through his genealogy, his birth, his baptism, and his victory over temptation in the
wilderness. We see his divine status proven through a ministry defined by power and miraculous
healing. By the time we reach chapter 13, Jesus is famous. News of his authority has spread
across the region of Galilee, and he has reached a pivotal turning point in his ministry. It is here
that Jesus returns to his roots—his hometown of Nazareth.

Jesus went back to the place where he grew up and began teaching in the synagogue. By
all accounts, he was saying incredible things, yet the people got stuck. They looked at him and
asked, wait a minute—isn't this the carpenter’s kid? We know his mama and his whole family.
To them, he was just the guy from down the street. They looked at a brown paper bag and missed
the treasure inside. I remember a time when there was a plain brown bag on our kitchen table
with the word "BAG" written on it in big letters. I asked “Why does this bag have bag written on
it? It turned out to be present for my aunt Barb. Her name was Barbara Ann Gillespie. We grew
up poor, my dad would get laid off from the railroad and my mother learned ways to stretch
every penny. She even saved wrapping paper, and sometimes, skipped it altogether, giving gifts
in plain brown bags. When you aren't used to getting gifts in plain packaging, you might focus so
much on the "wrapping" that you miss the gift. The people of Nazareth were so blinded by the
ordinary they missed the extraordinary. They were focused on Jesus as a regular citizen they
couldn't see the light when it was right in front of them.

Nazareth was a tiny town of fewer than 500 people; it was a place where everyone knew
everyone’s business. Because they knew his family and his trade, they framed him by their
opinions. Once they put Jesus into a box, they stopped seeking, listening, and learning. They
took offense at him, using his humanity as an argument against his divinity. In a culture where
honor and status were everything, Jesus had no elite background or formal priestly training. He
didn't fit their preconceived opinions of what divine authority should look like. The scandal of
the Messiah is that God chose to reveal God’s self in an ordinary human form. Because he came
from a humble place and an ordinary family, they rationalized his power away rather than letting
it lead them to faith.

The result of this rejection is one of the most tragic sentences in the Bible. Jesus refused
to perform many miracles there because of their hardened unbelief. It wasn't that Jesus lost his
power. Matthew makes it clear in the surrounding chapters that Jesus was healing every disease
and sickness elsewhere. Miracles in the Gospels are not performed to force belief, but to confirm
faith. The people of Nazareth lost the divine blessing by closing their hearts.



We often look for "thunder and lightning," and when God arrives in packaging we didn't
expect, we miss the divine work entirely. We often judge others by their looks, their past
behaviors, or the labels we’ve placed on them. If we only see the label, we miss the person.
Perhaps the greatest threat to our faith isn't hostility, but familiarity. Many of us think we "know'
Jesus because we grew up in church. We get into a standard routine and stop being amazed. We
must be careful not to let our habits and traditions prevent us from actually encountering Jesus.
Let us remain in awe of a God who still chooses to show up in the ordinary moments of our
lives.
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