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Matthew 10:1-6

1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authorityover unclean spirits,
to cast them out, and to cure every disease andevery sickness. 2 These are the names of
the twelve apostles: first,Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son
of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas andMatthew the
tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas
Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following
instructions: "Gonowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (NRSV).

Matthew chapter 10 marks a pivotal moment in the Gospel narrative. Up to this
point, Jesus had been the teacher, healer, and proclaimed God's kingdom. Now something
significant shifts—his disciples are no longer merely learners; they have graduated to
become apostles. The list of names provided in verses 1-4 is not what matters most here.
What is truly important is the revelation of God's ways: how God chooses, empowers,
and sends ordinary people without provisions to accomplish extraordinary work. Jesus
called these twelve men together and gave them special spiritual power. He sent them out
in teams of two to drive out evil spirits and heal every kind of illness and disease. These
disciples were not volunteers who stepped forward on their own initiative—they were
summoned, called by Jesus himself. When He called them, He equipped them. He gave
them authority that did not come from education or moral perfection, but from His divine
commissioning.

Matthew chapter 10 records not when Jesus initially selected his disciples, but
when he commissioned them and delegated to them responsibility. Going out with
nothing required faith and trust in the one that sent them; they were to heal the sick, drive
out demons, and raise the dead. Yet they were to take nothing for the journey—no bread,
no bag, no money. These were ordinary men with no wealth, no academic background,
no unique problem solving skills, and no social position. They were chosen from the
common people. Among them were fishermen, a tax collector, and political radicals.
These were simply people who answered the call. God's calling is based on divine
purpose, not our perfection. As we seen many times throughout Scripture, God
transforms ordinary people for extraordinary work. Jesus is not looking for extraordinary
men—~He is looking for people who will answer His call. We all have something to offer
Jesus when we answer His call.

The New Testament does not tell us very much about these twelve men
individually, and there is good reason for this. The workers are not the ones glorified. It is
the Lord and His work; Jesus does not compel us but offers the invitation. Jesus does not
coerce—He invites. He seeks those who will answer the call. Jesus needs people who are
willing to learn and go on a new journey of life. Daily we must take steps to be closer to
Christ through reading, learning, and praying. The Christian is an ambassador of Jesus, a
messenger of Christ to the world.

Consider the story of a small-town sheriff who was good at restoring law and
order. The rowdy nature of his town had settled down under his leadership. But one
summer, trouble got out of control. The sheriff hired a dozen ordinary townspeople—a
shopkeeper, a farmer, a reformed drunk, a blacksmith. None of them carried guns. The
sheriff handed each one a badge and instructed them: "This badge carries my authority.



You don't go in your own name—you go in mine." Some hesitated, worried they might
fail or that people wouldn't listen to them. The sheriff instructed them clearly: "You don't
need to know everything. You only need to go where I send you and trust the authority
you've been given." They went out in teams of two, and people responded—not because
of who the messengers were, but because of whose authority they carried. When the
deputies returned, they realized their success was due to faithfulness—how faithful the
sheriff was to them, and how they put their faith and trust in the sheriff. This illustrates
perfectly what Jesus was doing with His twelve apostles.

Jesus was very specific about where the apostles should go. He tells them to go to
the lost sheep of Israel, not the Gentiles or Samaritans. We may not understand this
directive at first, but this was a training mission, a localized testing ground exclusive to
Israel. At the end of Matthew's Gospel, we encounter the Great Commission, where Jesus
expands the mission to the entire world. But at this point, the disciples were not yet
equipped to handle ministry among the Gentiles. They were on a learning curve and
needed education and experience. Jesus gives them specific instructions not as a
statement of exclusion but a matter of strategy. God's plan of salvation is for all nations,
but it begins with Israel. The apostle mission is not about going everywhere at once but
where God sends you now. Obedience means accepting divine directive. Matthew
reminds us that we are called by Jesus, empowered by His authority, and sent with a clear
mission. The apostles were not fully trained or fully aware of what lay ahead.

The lesson here is one of ministry. We do not serve from our own strength; we
serve under the authority of Christ. Jesus empowered His twelve apostles with the
authority to heal the sick and cast out unclean spirits. The mission is spiritual battle, and
Jesus, who possesses divine authority, transferred that authority to them. This was a
pivotal moment when Jesus shared His power with His followers.

In chapter 9, Jesus has compassion on the crowds because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus sends the Twelve as an answer to prayer.
There is compassion behind the command. The mission is not about power, success, or
recognition. It is about restoration. Jesus sends us to those who are lost, broken, and
overlooked. The same is true today. Our calling is to be receptive and minister to those in
need of grace. Who are the lost sheep in your life? Israel was the localized mission for the
apostles. What is the localized mission for you?



