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The Old and the New October 10, 2021  

 

Mark 2:18-22 

18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him, 

"Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not 

fast?"  19 Jesus said to them, "The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is 

with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.  

20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will 

fast on that day.  21 "No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, 

the patch pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made.  22 And no 

one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the 

wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins." 

 

Last week we learned that the biggest challenge facing Jesus was not the forces of 

evil. They were easily defeated and immediately recognized the divinity of Jesus. The 

biggest challenge Jesus faced was self righteous religious institutionalism. The self 

righteous looked at only their selves as being righteous, discriminated against others, and 

neglected to care for the people. It is with an attitude of supremacy that they challenged 

Jesus and rejected his divinity status.    

Today we see that the opposition against Jesus starts early in the Gospel of Mark. 

Jesus was eating with sinners because he came for them and everyone else. The Pharisees 

did not like it because they were judgmental, discriminatory, and oppressive. They 

rejected Jesus because he was different. He did not follow their dogmatic doctrine or 

traditions because he knew better. Jesus is the real deal. He is the Messiah that they have 

been longing for. This is a game changer; it is time to change from the old ways to the 

new way. The new covenant replaced the old covenant as Jesus inaugurated a new age.   

In the Scripture a question of fasting is raised. John’s disciples are fasting and the 

Pharisees are fasting but the disciples of Jesus are not fasting. The actual complaint is that 

the disciples are not following the authoritarianism structure of the Pharisees. The real 

issue is not about fasting. The real issue is that the Pharisees rejected those that were 

different. The problem that Jesus faced was one of embedded dogma that did not match 

the will of God. They only followed the scriptures that fit their ideology. Jesus could not 

confront dogma with logic because their beliefs were emotional and not based on 

wisdom. Jesus faced people that were argumentative. Since their embedded doctrine was 

emotional they reject logic and any education that did not support their opinions. When 

education goes against what they wanted to believe they resort to arguing instead of 

learning. Dogma was valued over wisdom without realizing it as dogma. As a 

consequence they defended misleading doctrine.  

Jesus response has to be on a much higher level of understanding. Jesus response 

is proverbial wisdom. So, Jesus used metaphors. All metaphors require interpretation 

because they entail thinking, reasoning, and logic. Followers of dogmatic doctrine reject 

logic because their beliefs are emotionally charged; for them emotions rule over logic. 

Therefore, education, wisdom, and logic are rejected as they strongly defend emotionally 

charged opinions by arguing and making demands. Jesus used parables to bypass the 

obstruction that came from dogmatic authoritarianism. Jesus responded with three 

metaphors. The first is that you do not fast at a wedding. It is time for the feast. The 
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bridegroom is here now. The second is that you do not put a new cloth on an old coat. 

You patch a garment to preserve the old garment. Since you cannot prevent new cloth 

from shrinking you risk causing further damage to the old garment if you put new cloth 

on it. The third metaphor is that you do not put new wine into old wineskins. The reason 

they used wineskins was to preserve new wine but they could not stop the new wine from 

expanding. The lesson is not about fasting, or cloth, or wine. The lesson is that there is 

now a new way. The old way and the new do not mix. Old forms of piety do not need to 

be observed by the followers of Jesus because he rendered them obsolete.  

The contemporary lesson for us is to understand what Jesus was up against and 

how it is applicable to our lives today. Jesus was up against the conservative extremism 

of the Pharisees that forced their opinions and doctrine on others. Instead of adjusting 

their position to fit in line with the teaching of the Old Testament Prophets, the scriptures, 

the teachings of Jesus, and the will of God, they misused religion to justify their 

positions. One big advantage we have as disciples is that of discerning wisdom. We 

study, preach, and teach, as best we can within the realm of contemporary society, what 

the Bible actually teaches. One big advantage you have as a church body is spiritual 

development that is as true as it can be to biblical doctrine. As your faith gets stronger, 

you learn more, become better theologians, and develop a stronger spirit. This makes you 

less influenced by contemporary rhetoric. What Jesus was up against was the same thing 

the Old Testament prophets were up against and the same thing that we are sometimes 

confronted with.  

There are two basic approaches to faith, belief, response, and Bible study. One 

approach is to study and discern the lessons of the Bible and base your beliefs from what 

you learn from the scriptures. The other approach is more common and takes less effort. 

That is the emotional approach where the mind is already made up and people 

misinterpret the scriptures to support their positions on emotionally charged issues. This 

is sinful because it goes against the will of God. We know it goes against the will of God 

because Jesus and the Old Testament prophets frequently confronted it.  

It is very important to not only read the Bible but study the Bible. It is also 

advisable to use a good quality study Bible that places the scriptures in their most 

accurate context. The more you know and understand the less likely you are to be led 

astray by contemporary rhetoric that takes the scriptures out of context to satisfy 

emotionally charged opinions.  

  

 

 


