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Beware    November 14, 2021 

 

Mark 13:5-8 

5 Then Jesus began to say to them, "Beware that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will 

come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and they will lead many astray. 7 When you hear of 

wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to 

come. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 

earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth 

pangs. 

 

The Scripture takes place during Passion Week. Jesus is in the middle of 

controversy with his opponents coming at him full force. During this time he remains 

focused on teaching because people need to hear the true word of God and the good news 

of God’s love. In his teachings he criticizes hypocrisy which is a very serious problem. 

The problem had always been there since day one, because the real problem is the people 

of God falling away from God. To complicate the problem further is the fact that while 

they are falling away from God they perceive themselves as being righteous. It is then 

that Jesus cautions his disciples “Do not let anyone lead you astray.”  

Today’s Scripture is a very important lesson for all of us and it can’t be 

emphasized enough. Each person of faith has to decide if he or she is or is not going to 

follow the Bible. Most people say they do but in reality do not. I was watching a 

documentary recently that put this in perspective. There was one segment about how 

people follow the crowd because they are easily manipulated. The segment demonstrated 

a well known psychological experiment where people picked which item was the tallest 

line on a sheet of paper. Everyone picked the tallest line. In the next group they planted 

key people to say that a shorter line was the tallest. Then ½ of the people ended up saying 

that the shorter one was the tallest. What the experiment demonstrated is that people 

ended up following the crowd over their own logic and wisdom.  

In the Old Testament times there were a lot more false prophets than true biblical 

prophets. They were not God’s spokesmen but they claimed to be and they led many 

people astray. They were able to do so because they were popular. For the sake of power, 

prestige, and popularity they spoke what the people wanted to hear instead of the word of 

God. You can tell a true prophet from a false prophet because a true prophet speaks the 

word of God while a false prophet speaks what the people want to hear. The word of God 

was not popular because it went against human will. Again it is the same old battle 

between the will of God and the will of the people.   

You have to decide for yourself if you are going to follow human teaching as 

doctrine or follow the word of God. It is your choice. You are responsible for your choice 

and you have to answer to God for it. Once you decide to commit fully to following the 

word of God then read the Bible, devote time to study the Bible, and know the Bible. 

Then when human doctrine conflicts with what the Bible actually teaches you can follow 

the word of God instead of following the crowd.  

Jesus was prophetic. He knew what was happening when it was happening and he 

also knew what was going to happen in the future. Therefore, he cautioned his disciples 

“Don’t let anyone mislead you.” People will come in the name of Jesus and will present 

themselves as his agents and they will lead people astray. This means that they will lead 
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people away from God and away from the word of God. They will put their own doctrine 

over the love of Christ and the word of God.  

The contemporary lesson is always a matter of taking the biblical lesson and 

applying it in our daily lives. Therefore, Jesus is talking to us today. We have to be on 

guard, watch out, and not let anybody lead us astray. Today the religious world is more 

splintered than ever with each splinter preaching, teaching, and reinforcing a specific 

doctrine. While people look for what suits them and what caters to their human ideals 

with little or no call to a life of devotion and discipleship, we should be looking for sound 

doctrine that is focused on Jesus and the word of God.  

The message from Jesus is clear. The Christian is to remain faithful to Jesus; 

loyalty is to be granted to Christ not some charismatic leader. Religious leaders are not to 

be followed unless they follow and teaching the persona of Christ. Don’t let anybody lead 

you astray is not only sound advice in regards to religion but also in politics, finances, 

and morality. The trap of temptation is that the forces of evil are deceptive. Many people 

today confess to be Christian but are not devoted. They are not active in worship, prayer, 

Bible study, or outreach. They are Christian in belief only and do not follow the word of 

God or take action as taught by Christ. The reality is that they have abandoned God but 

through the traps of deception they think it’s OK.  

The real lesson of the Bible is not to learn the stories about what the people said 

and did and God’s response to them. The real lesson of the Bible is to seek God, seek a 

closer relationship with God, seek God in a dedicated prayer life, and seek God’s word in 

dedicated Bible study. The ultimate lesson of the Bible is to take the lessons of the Bible 

and reflect on how they apply to your life.  

 


