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Examples of Faith   October 31, 2021 

 

Mark 12:41-44 

41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 

treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two 

small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to 

them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 

contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; 

but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on" (NRSV). 

 

The Scripture takes place during Passion Week and the Bible reveals there is a 

significant amount of opposition to Jesus during this time frame. It is important for us to 

recognize that the source of this opposition is God’s people that have gone astray by 

following human doctrine and selfish ambition. Jesus was at the temple teaching and his 

opponents were out to get him and tried to argue with him. They were not engaged in 

intellectual debating which allows people to learn and benefit from knowledge, they 

would argue in order to win and maintain an authoritative position. The attacks came one 

right after another. Jesus continued teaching and cautioned against hypocrisy for they 

focused on appearances and oppressed the widows.  

Today’s Scripture follows after the condemnation of the scribes for hypocrisy due 

to their false piety and victimizing the widows. Notice the action and location of Jesus at 

this time. He is at the temple during the collection and he is watching the people put their 

offering into the treasury. There is obviously a sharp contrast between the amount of 

offering between the scribes and the widow. There is also a sharp contrast between the 

behavior and the attitudes of the scribes and the widow. The ministry of the scribes is a 

sham because it is full of false piety. The scriptures tell us that they devour the houses of 

the widows. They are socially powerful, exploit weak, and seek selfish ambition. 

However, the widow demonstrates generosity, devotion, and a love for God. She put her 

livelihood into the offering, not just a portion that she could comfortably spare, but what 

she needed to live on. She gave all she had to give.  

 I will take a moment to explain why the widow is poor. In a patriarchal society 

the men controlled absolutely everything. A woman with no husband had a minimal 

chance of economic livelihood. She was destined to be poor and live in poverty. Jesus 

had just finished criticizing the scribes for their hypocrisy and oppression. It is then that a 

woman that is oppressed enters into the story. Her source of poverty is them. She is 

victimized by their oppression. Jesus commented on this as it was happening in front of 

him, the religious leaders victimized the widows and caused them to be poor and then 

blamed them for their poverty. They blame the victim for being in a situation that they 

caused.  

Jesus teaches us that she put in more than the others because they put in what they 

were comfortable with while she put in all that she had. Looking at the offering it is not a 

matter of the total amount of the money contributed but a matter of the effort that is put 

into it. She put in a much higher percentage of her net worth. They put in the calculated 

10 percent tithe while she put in 100 percent from the heart.  

This reminds me of a time when I was serving a church in Martinsville. During 

the week day whenever I would go into the sanctuary I would make it a regularly habit to 
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put my spare change into the offering plate. One day a sweet little old church lady found 

a penny that I had forgot about and left on a table next to the sanctuary. She picked it up 

and said “I found a penny.” I said “Oh, that’s my offering.” Then she said “Oh” and then 

there was a very long pause and then she had a funny look on her face. Her facial 

expression implied “Oh, that’s your offering?!” I had a good idea what she was thinking.  

When Jesus is there watching the treasury, he knows what the scribes are thinking 

because he knows their character. He knows that they seek selfish ambition and love their 

selves and money more than they love God and their neighbors. Jesus sees their 

expressions and he hears their criticism of the widow and others like her. Jesus also 

knows that the widow is their victim and he knows that she is poor because she is 

oppressed by them and others like them.  

The scriptural story poses the same challenge to us today as it did in New 

Testament times. The lesson lies at the heart of stewardship and in the heart of the person. 

The contrast exists between offerings being from those that give out of a spare surplus 

and those that give from the heart. The lesson takes place at the end of Jesus ministry and 

is a set up for the offering that Jesus made. We look at Jesus and we see the lessons that 

he taught with the words that he spoke. But we also see that his offering, his sacrifice, is 

his very own life. The beauty behind our faith is that our God gives everything that God 

has to give.   

 

  

 


