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What Jesus Had to Do   March 03,2019    

Luke 9:28-36 

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and 

went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and 

Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he 

was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down 

with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with 

him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; 

let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" — not knowing 

what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 

terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my 

Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And 

they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 

 

The Scripture starts off with "about eight days after these sayings." So, we need to know 

where the Scripture left off. In chapter 9 Jesus gives power to his disciples and sends them on a 

mission. They return from the successful mission but Jesus had had problem with the crowds. 

Then they go to Bethsaida and the crowds find out where Jesus is and follow after him. As 

always Jesus is welcoming. Then there is the famous story of feeding 5,000. It is during this time 

of preaching and teaching to this huge crowd that Jesus tells the crowd that you have to deny the 

self in order to be his disciple. Now, I take the liberty to stop for a second and point out a 

contemporary lesson for us. Virtually every complaint comes from someone that has not 

followed that particular Scripture. It is a requirement from Jesus to be a disciple you have to 

deny the self and follow Jesus. Let's face it no one wants to deny the self, it goes against human 

nature and instincts. However, Jesus is very firm about this requirement. He says "deny yourself 

and take up your cross daily and follow me."  

After Jesus told the crowd how tough it is to be a disciple, then about eight days later, he 

took a select inner circle (Peter, John, and James) and went up on the mountain to pray. His 

appearance changed, Moses and Elijah appeared in glory and talked with Jesus about his 

departure. This is very important for us to understand because it is here that the Scripture reveals 

that Jesus knows the things that will happen in Jerusalem. He knows about the crucifixion and 

the agonizing pain. Jesus knows about his divine fate and all of the suffering and his death on the 

cross. Moses and Elijah work with Jesus on this very special thing. Peter doesn't get it. He wants 

to build a physical dwelling for spiritual beings. A cloud engulfs them and they were terrified. 

But then there is a voice from heaven. Now, this may be one of the most significant things ever 

because a voice coming from heaven confirms the divinity status of Jesus Christ. "This is my 

son." The Son of God is identified and confirmed by God as the voice from heaven. It is one 

thing to say that you are the Son of God, as Jesus did. This is self testimony. It is another thing 

for someone else to say that you are the Son of God. This is an endorsement, it adds credibility. 

Jesus had several eye witnesses that testified that he is indeed the Son of God. But a voice from 

heaven is a totally different dimension. It is God that testifies this is the Son of God. It is God 

that says "this is my son, this is my chosen, listen to him!" This is the highest degree of 

credibility possible. This is what separates Jesus from everyone else. He is the Son of God.  

The title of the sermon today is What Jesus Had to Do. Well, what Jesus had to do is face 

the cross. Jesus had to face the cross because he is the Son of God. No other person could pay the 
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penalty for the sins of humanity. No one else has a value that is high enough. No one else is able. 

So, Jesus had to face the cross. I want to make sure we understand this. Most people in society 

haven't really taken the time to think this through. The opponents of Jesus were jealous. There 

was a hierarchy of social status. If you were in the ruling class, wealthy, or one of the religious 

leaders, you had high social stamina. If your father was in a social class, you were respected with 

social stamina. So, a child of a high priest, governor, king, had the highest social status. People 

treated them differently - with respect, honor, and favoritism. So, Jesus claim to be the Son of 

God outscores everyone else in the game. No one can touch this. No one is higher than God. 

They accused Jesus of blasphemy because it was the only way they could attempt to dethrone his 

social status.  

Jesus position as the Son of God is verified in several ways throughout the Bible. There 

are many examples of eye witness testimony. There are many examples of people being healed. 

There is the teaching ministry that is like no other. There are many miracles that extend beyond 

the realm of human capacity. His status is the Son of God. His opponents could not touch that 

and they could not disprove it. But now, in today's Scripture, his status as the Son of God is 

testified to by almighty God. But there is more to it and it is very interesting. Jesus' position as 

the Son of God is verified by his going to the cross. You see, today's Scripture teaches us that 

Jesus knows in advance what he has to face. Moses and Elijah are telling him about his 

departure. Jesus knows what is ahead of him in Jerusalem. If he was any other human being he 

we would flee. He would take the advice of others and avoid Jerusalem. Any other human being 

would not have to face the cross. Only the son of God has to face the cross. Oh, there were others 

who were crucified on the cross. But Jesus was innocent and willing to face the cross. What 

Jesus had to do is face the cross because he is the Son of God. This confirms his divine status as 

the Son of God. This pays the ransom for fallen humanity. The blood of the Son of God is the 

only thing that is valuable enough. This reveals the glory of the Lord. This conquers death.  

If there is anything you are reminded of today, you are reminded of God's grace. Jesus 

did what he had to do to bring us God's grace to us. May you pick up your cross and carry it 

daily and follow teachings of Jesus.  

 

  

  

 


