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The Blessing     April 21, 2019 

Luke 24:1-12     
1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that 

they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, 

they did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 

dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 

here, but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of 

Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." 8 Then 

they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to 

all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, 

and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 

he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.  

 

I'm going to start with a quick summary of the Scripture. It's a story we are all familiar 

with. On Sunday the women went to the tomb and found the stone rolled away. They went inside 

the tomb and discovered the body of Jesus missing. Then two men announce that he is risen just 

like he told them. Then the women remember what Jesus said and they go to tell the remaining 

disciples. But the disciples do not believe them. Then Peter jumps up and runs to the tomb and he 

sees the linen and then he goes home. That's what happened. That's the facts of the glorious 

resurrection of Jesus.   

Now let's dig into the details. All four of the gospels report the discovery of empty tomb. 

This is a very significant event. This occurred on Sunday, it was the first day of the week. 

Sunday is the Christian Sabbath because that is when we honor the resurrection of Jesus. Notice 

the action that takes place in the Scripture. It is the first day of the week because on the Sabbath, 

which is Saturday, no work is to be done. So, at early dawn the women set out for the tomb. The 

soonest they could get to the tomb was sunset on Saturday because that is the end of the Sabbath 

but Sunday morning is the soonest that it was both legal and safe for the women to travel.  

Verse one starts off with the word "they" this takes us back to Luke 23:55 where we see 

that the word "they" refers to the women who came with him from Galilee. This is significant in 

Luke's gospel because Luke distinguishes group identity. A week ago during the triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem there was a large group of people that were active in praising God joyfully 

and with a loud voice. This large joyous group is made up of people that followed Jesus from 

Galilee. This is a different group of people than the Jerusalem multitude. These people are 

eyewitnesses to the miracles of Jesus. They know Jesus as the Messiah. They have a joyous 

response and they praise God because they have seen the great deeds and power of Jesus. So 

when Luke says "they" it is the women of the caravan, the group of  followers from Galilee. 

Their action is out of love and affection. Their goal is to care for the body. So, they bring spices 

that they have prepared.  

I hope you can picture in your mind the journey these women have taken with Jesus 

throughout the past years. Now, these women have watched what was happening since they 

entered Jerusalem. They have watched Jesus suffer on the cross. They saw the burial. They have 

prepared spices. Now, after all of the excitement, confusion, and shock, they find the stone rolled 

away. This is significant because the stone was under Roman guard to prevent tampering. This 

proves there was no interference, so the only remaining option is resurrection.  
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The women go into the tomb and they are puzzled because the body is gone. Two men 

stood beside them. This is a shocking moment! All of a sudden, out of nowhere, these men are 

here. That would certainly give them goosebumps! They would be scared! But these men are 

different. They have dazzling clothes which indicates an angelic presence. The women are met 

with the unexpected experience of God's grace. Jesus is gone and angels are present to proclaim 

that he is risen indeed. By the way the number of men being two is significant because the legal 

requirement of witnesses to validate the truth is two (Deuteronomy 19:15). The women were 

terrified. Picture the scene if you will, anyone would be terrified! Women alone in a dark tomb 

and suddenly two men appear out of nowhere to stand among them. You bet they are scared!  

I hope you can feel and sense the drama. This angelic presence announces "he is risen" 

and then reminds them "just like he told you." Then the women remember. This indicates that the 

women were present when Jesus announced it. Luke shows us that the women weren't just doing 

support labor in the background. The women had knowledge of what Jesus said in Galilee. 

Furthermore, Luke shows the angels treat women like disciples not messengers. I also hope you 

pay attention to the action and responses of the parties involved. So what do the women do? 

They respond and acknowledge the truth. Their response is to go tell the disciples and all the 

other followers of Jesus. This is the multitude that came with him from Galilee. Notice the action 

of the women. I hope people realize. The women are the first to go and proclaim the Good News 

that he is risen. The first witnesses are all women. Luke names three; Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

and Mary the mother of James. But there are more, Luke states that there were other women with 

them. Now notice the action of the disciples. It is a direct contrast. They are just the opposite; 

they are skeptical. They did not believe. According to Luke, the women get it but the men do not.  

I can only imagine the dialogue that took place. "Don't you remember what Jesus said? 

Don't you believe us? Don't you get it? Well, go and see for yourself if you don't believe it!" 

Then Peter jumps into action, runs to the tomb, looks inside and sees that the body is gone. 

Notice what Peter does next. He went home.   

The discovery of the empty tomb is at the heart of Christian faith. What is significant is 

not just the empty tomb, it is the encounter with the post resurrected Jesus. He is here for you 

today. Jesus is someone to meet, someone to live with, a living presence, a role model for living 

your life, an example of love. Jesus is a presence with us. Today we celebrate the resurrection of 

the Lord. Today we get the blessing! Now our duty is to share the blessing.  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 


