
  

1 

 

Good News of Great Joy December 25, 2022 

 

Luke 2:8-14 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 

see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13 And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!" down toward your holy temple in awe of you.  

  

Christmas comes upon us real fast! We have the four weeks of Advent but yet it 

comes upon us suddenly, sometimes before we are ready. I wish we had Jesus for 

Christmas without all of the commercialism. We have all these lights but all we need is 

the star to lead us to where you are. We give presents to each other when on the very first 

Christmas the gifts went to the Lord and from the Lord to us. We have excitement for 

Santa Clause when we should be excited about Jesus who suffering in an unsuitable 

environment for us on his very first day as a divine human here on earth.    

The birth narrative is found in two of the four gospels. Matthew has the wise men 

bringing gifts to the king and Luke has the shepherds searching for the Savior. The 

Scripture is a beautiful story that we all know well and is, for many people, an all time 

favorite. There are many very significant theological things that are happening in the 

Scripture. One of which is prophecy. All of the gospel writers see Jesus as the fulfillment 

of Old Testament prophecy of the promised Messiah. People were longing for the 

Messiah but were not ready for him. They thought he would be a great king like King 

David with some characteristics that are tied into David, including genetic heritage, 

shepherds, and Bethlehem. The shepherds were the first to hear the news of the event that 

the people were longing for. The announcement of the birth of the Lord did not go to 

royalty or the religious establishment; it went to shepherds, the lower social class.  

Angels are the median that God uses to communicate with the shepherds. An 

angel of the Lord goes to them and it scares them. They are scared because it is night 

time, dark, and their appearance is totally unexpected. The angel reassures them that this 

is good news. There are two specific characteristics of this good news. One is that it is of 

great joy; this is fantastic, terrific, wonderful news. The other characteristic is that this 

news, this event, this person, is for all of the people. This is very significant, the Lord is 

not just reserved for the chosen people, he is for everyone. This is terrific news indeed. 

The descendents of Abraham felt that righteous was reserved for them due to their 

heritage. However, God’s position is that the covenant has been broken. God is for all the 

people. Therefore, Jesus is for all the people. No one is excluded. The city of David is 

Bethlehem. This is also significant due to prophecy.   

There are three titles that are used by the angle: Savior, Messiah, and Lord. Each 

of these titles has its own significance. Savior indicates this is greater than any prophet or 

human being. This is someone that will save us. Messiah means this is the one that has 

been prophesied about. Messiah is Hebrew, Christ is Greek, and it means the Anointed 
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One. The third title used is Lord. This is very significant as it indicates the divine status 

of Jesus.  

A sign is given for verification. There is no doubt that this event is from God. In 

the Bible there are many places where signs are given as confirmation. This proves that 

this is God’s doing and it is verification of God’s transcendence. The sign is the baby will 

be placed in a manger. This is proof because this is somewhere that you will not 

otherwise find a baby. I mentioned in my newsletter that the manger shows that the 

Lord’s position is a willingness to take the lowest and most extreme position as the one 

with the need suffers while the healthy have comfort. God chose this for us. God chose to 

reject royalty and take a position that is lower than the common people. 

Then a heavenly host open up with praises to God. This shows that this is not only 

coming to us from God but that this is also a very special moment. What they do is praise 

God. That is what we should be doing for Christmas. Every Christmas we should focus 

on praising God over all else.  

I think probably the most significant thing of all is how this ties into the love of 

God. Through the median of prophecy centuries earlier, God promised a redeemer. The 

action is one of God taking the initiative to bring humanity back into righteousness 

through grace. God puts God’s own self in the lowest position to counter balance the 

pride, greed, entitlement, and ambition of humanity. This is good news of great joy. This 

is fantastic news of tremendous joy! This is a gift from God, a gift of love, a gift for all of 

the people.   


