The High Priestly Prayer April 19, 2026

John 17:6-11

6 "I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know
that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you;
and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one (NRSV).

Early on a Thursday, just before the shadow of the crucifixion fell over Him, the
disciples prepared the Passover meal in the upper room. As the sun set and the Passover
began, they ate together in a moment of fellowship that would soon be tested by fire.
While other Gospels focus on the movement toward the Mount of Olives and the Garden
of Gethsemane—where Jesus would later pray in sweating agony—John captures a
different moment. Here, in the final scene of the farewell meal, we find Jesus praying in a
state of profound serenity. This is what we call the "High Priestly Prayer." As we read
John 17, we must realize we aren't just reading a lesson; we are listening in on a private,
sacred conversation between Jesus and God. With the cross looming in His immediate
future, most people would be trembling in fear for themselves. Yet, Jesus is concerned
about us. He is interceding for His disciples and, by extension, for every one of us who
would follow.

Jesus begins by telling the Father, "They have kept your word." At first glance,
this is a startling statement. If we look at the disciples’ track record, they didn’t exactly
look like success stories. They constantly misunderstood Jesus’ parables, they argued
about who would be the greatest in the kingdom, and within hours, they would scatter in
fear. And yet, Jesus credits them with faithfulness. This is an encouraging word for us
today: faithfulness is not perfection—it is direction. Jesus wasn't auditing their failures;
He was celebrating their progress. He saw their hearts and souls. This wasn't the
conventional prayer of a dying man; it was the prayer of a Savior willingly laying down
His life to complete God’s work.

The prayer unfolds in three distinct movements. First, Jesus makes a profound
statement of ownership: "They were yours—you gave them to me." This settles the
question of identity for every believer. You belong to Jesus. Second, He intercedes for
His immediate disciples, recognizing that they have been good, even if they were far
from perfect. Finally, He intercedes for the new church, drawing a line between the
community of believers and the world. When Jesus says He is not praying for the world,
He isn't saying He doesn't love the people in it. Rather, He is praying against the "system"
that is hostile to God. He knows that the world is a difficult place for those who carry His
name. We are in the world—that is our physical location—but we are no longer of the
world—that is our spiritual reality.



Jesus’ specific request is for our protection, but not just physical safety. He asks
the Father to protect us "in your name." In the ancient world, a name carried the full
weight of a person’s resources and authority. To be kept in His name is to be under
direct, divine supervision. And why does He want us protected? "So that they may be
one, as we are one." Our unity is our best advertisement. In a polarized world defined by
competition, individualism, and tribal loyalty, a church that stays together despite its
differences is the greatest evidence that the Gospel is real. This isn't just about
organizational agreement; it is relational unity. It is a shared life modeled after the unity
of the Father and the Son. Christian unity is countercultural, and that is exactly why it is
such a powerful witness.

The prayer has a beautiful forward movement. It moves from a personal
relationship to a group relationship, and finally to a universal relationship. The mission of
God doesn’t end with Jesus; it flows through us. He is no longer in the world, but He
leaves us behind on purpose. We are left for a divine reason and a divine mission. Jesus
has finished His work for you; now He lives to intercede for you. As you go out into your
week, remember the position you hold. You are a child of God under the Lord’s
protection. If you were going overseas to fight a war and had one last phone call to your
parents, what would you say? Jesus’ final "call" to God was about you.

Each of us holds a secure place in God’s heart. Because we live in a fallen world,
our unity of heart, mind, and spirit is our most significant tool for the Kingdom. Let us
start with love. What is one practical thing you can do now? Perhaps it is forgiving
someone who doesn't deserve it, reaching out to someone different from you, or simply
praying for another's well-being. Jesus is no longer of this world, but His love remains
active through us. Go out this week knowing you are protected, you are loved, and you
are sent.



