Our Advocate May 10, 2026

John 14:15-17

15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. (NRSV).

The Gospel of John reveals who Jesus is, showing His power and authority. Jesus
is introduced as the divine Word. He recruits disciples, and His identity is revealed
through miracles and teaching. As He teaches, He faces growing opposition from
religious leaders. He goes to Jerusalem where a plot to kill Him thickens. In Chapter 13,
Jesus is in the Upper Room at the Last Supper. He washes the disciples’ feet and teaches
humility and love.

John chapter 14 centers on reassurance, identity, and promise. During the Last
Supper, Jesus comforts His followers and tells them not to be troubled, but to trust in Him
and trust in God. He explains that He is going ahead to prepare a place for them and will
return so they can be with Him. The disciples were confused about “the way,” so Jesus
declares that He is the way, the truth, and the life. Knowing Him is the only way to know
God the Father. Jesus emphasizes that He and God are united as one. Look at Jesus and
you can see God and when you want to see God, look at Jesus. Those who believe in Him
will continue His work. Trust in Jesus brings access to God, assurance of eternal life, and
empowerment to continue His divine mission.

Verse 15 says, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” This is a key
point that needs emphasis. Jesus repeats one of many lessons of faith that teach the
requirements of commitment and obedience. Love and keeping commandments are
inextricably linked. Jesus demands that followers demonstrate their love by keeping His
commandments. Love and commandments are so closely connected they can’t be
separated; one is directly associated with the other, and each constantly influences the
other. They are the mind, body, and soul of ministry. The Counselor underscores the
distinction between the disciples and the world. The Holy Spirit keeps us grounded. The
promise of His presence within you is fulfilled in the person who keeps His
commandments and therefore loves Him. You can say you are a Christian, but Jesus
knows who keeps His commandments and loves Him.

The Bible frequently demonstrates the love of God as parental. The problem God
faced was people not keeping commandments, not living up to their end of the deal. The
Old Testament problem was the reward and punishment principle, where motivation for
obedience was based on fear of punishment. The new covenant is based on a new law.
The old covenant had the old law of commandments. The new covenant has the new law
of love. This makes a big difference in motivation. When you appreciate a mother’s
sacrifice, you obey her out of love. Love has a much stronger magnetic pull. In the Bible,
God’s love is described in maternal terms. Being that this is Mother’s Day, let us pause to
reflect on our mothers and give thanks for those who have given life, love, correction,
comfort, and prayer. Mother’s Day is a moment of honor, and the Bible consistently lifts
the role of those who nurture, guide, and shape life. So today we don’t just celebrate
moms. We celebrate the God who gave us moms to show us the love of God’s heart.



Not every mother’s story is the same. Some are biological mothers, some are not,
but all have stepped into motherhood through love and responsibility. The love of a
mother is the closest human reflection we have of agape love which is selfless, sacrificial,
and doesn’t keep track of debts. Being a mother is a choice to put another ahead of self:
their hunger, comfort, and future success. Mother’s Day is not the same for everyone. For
some it is joy as we celebrate moms who are healthy and loved. For others it carries grief,
longing for the missing, and prayers for physical problems. God uses parental love as the
closest human picture of divine love.

Luke chapter 7 tells a story where Jesus encounters a funeral procession. A young
man has died. The text is specific: he was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow. In
that world, a widow who lost her only son lost everything — no security, no means of
survival, no future. She was all alone. When Jesus saw her, His heart went out to her. He
was moved by compassion. Jesus raised that young man from the dead and gave him
back to his mother. Jesus saw her grief and responded with love. If you are grieving while
you are here today for anyone you have lost, rest assured: the same Jesus who stopped a
funeral procession for one grieving mother relates to your sorrow through His own
sacrifice. In the near future, the disciples will see the risen Christ and understand the
reciprocal indwelling love. Those who love Jesus keep His commands, and those who
keep His commands love Him. The love of a good mother is one of God’s greatest
pictures of divine character.



