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The Perfecter of Faith   September 1, 2019 

Hebrews 12:1-3     

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 

before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from 

sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 

 

I was preparing to teach a Friends meeting and read "Jesus, the author and perfecter of 

our faith." When I come across profound statements like this I like to stop and reflect upon it. 

Jesus, the author and the perfecter of our faith makes a very good point. Our faith is formed and 

shaped buy Jesus. We are followers of the teachings and action of Christ. We are to be molded 

by his character.  

Our theology is centered on Jesus the Christ. Centered theology is that which is centered 

on Jesus preaching, teaching, and action, as opposed to being swayed by human doctrine. The 

problem is that it is easy to follow human doctrine because it is popular. The Bible cautions us 

against this in 2
nd

 Timothy 4:3-4 people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching 

ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away 

from listening to the truth and wander away to myths (NRSV). How does the author of 2
nd

 

Timothy know this? How does he know that people will reject sound doctrine? Because that's 

what people do. That's what they have done in the past and that's what they will do in the future. 

They will reject sound doctrine for what they want to hear. Sound doctrine is the Bible. Sound 

doctrine is obedience to the will of God and the teachings of Jesus.  

It has always been the same root problem from the beginning to the end. The will of God 

vs. the will of humanity. The same problem from the beginning of the Bible to the end; from 

Genesis to Revelation. The same problem from the beginning of time to now and into the future, 

God and a disobedient mankind. Jesus came to the earth to bring to us God's grace. However, 

Jesus also had to fix the broken religious system. This system got broken by the same old 

problem. It was the will of humanity. People were doing their own thing and neglected what God 

loves most, the people.  

The Scripture starts with the word "therefore." This is a transitional word. The Scripture 

is based on previous information. Our Scripture is linked to chapter 11 which is loaded with 

examples of faith. Abel offered a sacrifice that was more acceptable than Cain's offering. Enoch 

was in favor with God and did not experience death. Noah, Abraham, and Moses obeyed God. 

Many others were persecuted, killed, or stoned to death. They were all commended for their 

faith. What comes to the forefront is endurance and perseverance. Chapter 12 is a call to continue 

in faith. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, or since we have 

such great examples of faith, let us put down sin, run the good race, and look to Jesus. Jesus is an 

example for those who endured suffering. Jesus is a fitting climax to the list of chapter 11.  

The Scripture argues for Christian conduct by presenting Jesus as an example. I like that 

part. Let's look to Jesus. That's what I have been preaching. Theological focus on Jesus. Focus on 

Jesus. Do not focus on human doctrine. Christians look to Jesus as the prime source of 

encouragement. Jesus is the prime example, the best case scenario, the one to follow. Jesus is the 

model to be emulated and much more. Look away from the distractions, concentrate on Jesus, 

focus your attention on Jesus. Study the word. Study his word. Let the word be your aid and 
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guide in life. Whenever uncertain about anything ask, What did Jesus do? What did Jesus say? 

Jesus is the pioneer and the perfecter of our faith. This means that Jesus is the pioneer, the 

originator, and the founder. Jesus is the one who created, designed, and perfected our faith. Jesus 

is the one that makes it possible for us to have access to God. The lesson is do not grow weary 

but focus on Jesus.  

Then the Scripture addresses the cross. He did this for you. This is a very important and 

powerful point. I cannot understand why some lose their faith. Some think it's OK to be spiritual 

but not religious. Well, that is not what the Bible teaches! Some fall away when something bad 

happens and question, Why did God let this happen to me? Well, the Bible teaches endurance. I 

hope you take the time to understand this. God reaches through the cosmos to give you the very 

best gift God has to offer, to personally deliver grace to you. The Savior of the world, the Son of 

God, suffered and died for you. Jesus endured the cross for you is reason enough to keep the 

faith. Since God has offered the very best gift that God can possibly offer to us, we are to keep 

the faith and offer our very best that we have to offer to God.  

 

  

 


