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Final Reconciliation   June 23, 2019 

Genesis 50:15-21    

  

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" 16 So they 

approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 'Say to Joseph: I 

beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now 

therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here 

as your slaves." 19 But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 

Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 

numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 

your little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  

 

Today's Scripture is part of the story of Joseph and his brothers. It is one of my favorites 

because of the ironic twist of fate. This kind of drama that makes for a good movie, or book, or is 

a good story by itself. The Bible story is one that you know. Joseph is the favorite child of Jacob 

and his brothers are jealous of him. Joseph had dreams that were disturbing to his brothers. In 

one of his dreams each brother had a bundle of wheat that bowed down while Joseph stood 

upright. In the second dream he saw the sun, moon, and eleven stars bow down to him. This 

represents his father, mother, and brothers. Both dreams indicate that his family is bowing down 

to him. When he tells his brothers about his dreams, they are outraged. One day his father gives 

him a fancy coat that shows off his favored status. It makes him standout. As he outshines all of 

his brothers their jealousy grows into hatred. So, they end up selling him into slavery.  

Joseph is taken to Egypt where he is purchased by a man named Potiphar who is an 

Egyptian official. Due to Joseph's skill and ability he is promoted to overseer of all Potiphar's 

household. Meanwhile, Potiphar's wife lusted for Joseph. He rejected her advances and she 

grabbed his robe as he tried to escape from her. She lied about the encounter and accused him of 

attempted rape using his robe as evidence. Joseph went to prison for this. While he was in prison 

he interpreted a dream regarding the Pharaoh's cupbearer. This cupbearer was released and when 

Pharoah was troubled by a dream that no one could interpret the cupbearer remembered Joseph. 

So, Joseph is called before Pharoah and with the skill to interpret dreams he explains to the 

Pharoah that his dream indicates that there will be seven good years of harvest followed by seven 

years of famine. Joseph ended up becoming the viceroy of Egypt, he had a royal signet ring, and 

was overseer of the whole kingdom. As overseer he builds up a huge stock pile of grain. When 

the famine hits, it impacted his family back home. They came to Egypt to buy grain. You need to 

study Genesis to understand fully what all is going on. There are many sub plots within the main 

story but for now Joseph forgives his brothers for selling him into slavery. He helps them out, 

they have a happy family reunion, and live happily ever after.    

Today's Scripture is at the end of Genesis. Their father Jacob has died. The family and a 

royal entourage go to Canaan to bury Jacob. Then they all return to Egypt. The brothers now 

begin to worry what if. The brothers have a high level of anxiety worrying over what it. What if 

Joseph desires revenge? The brothers are paranoid, full of worry, that Joseph might harbor a 

grudge against them for selling him into slavery. They wonder what if he pays us back in full. 

So, they approach Joseph to beg forgiveness.  
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This is the final reconciliation between Joseph and his brothers. Today's Scripture 

highlights the virtues of Joseph. He has already forgiven his brothers when he welcomed the 

family into Egypt, He has already had a happy family reunion. He has already helped them out 

and kept them from starving. Joseph knows that even though they intended harm it ended up for 

the good because it put Joseph in position to save the people and his family from starvation. 

Joseph attributes his success and all of the events that unfolded as intended by God for good.  

Genesis is a book that shows the providence of God; that is God sustaining and guiding 

human destiny. There are several stories, in chronological order, all of them demonstrate God is 

interacting with the people. From the beginning God is with Joseph. First of all Joseph had 

dreams that turned out to be true. Then he had unusual skill and ability that got him promoted to 

overseer. Plus he had the unique ability to interpret dreams. Joseph is able to rise from slavery to 

overseer of the kingdom due to God's providence.   

I think the best Bible lesson we can learn from today's Scripture is in regards to the 

character of Joseph. When his brothers do actually bow down to him as was depicted in his 

dream he points away from himself to God. Joseph's character is one of divine righteousness: 

honesty, integrity, wisdom, and forgiveness. The Joseph  saga ends the book of Genesis where 

goodness comes full circle. God created and called it good. Humans however, are tempted by 

evil and fall into sin. In the midst of sin and evil God does good. With divine knowledge and 

guidance Joseph makes a theological claim. You meant it for evil but God turned it into 

something good.   

After all the hurt inflicted on him by his brothers Joseph forgave them. Genesis ends with 

forgiveness and final reconciliation. I think it is important for us to have a character like Joseph. 

God offers to us final reconciliation. Recognize God's saving grace, trust in God, and be quick to 

forgive.   

 


