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Creation from the Word of God  August 25, 2019 

Genesis 1:27-31 

27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, 

and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29 God said, "See, I have given 

you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 

fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 

air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 

every green plant for food." And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, 

it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

I love Genesis, it is rich in many good Bible stories. I am sure we are all familiar with 

creation, the first story. Recently I heard the words "creation is from the word of God." Now, I 

have pretty much always known that but the phrasing "creation is from the word of God" caused 

me to reflect. It shined a light on my understanding. Creation is from the word of God. This is 

very powerful. How you phrase things, the words you use, has power over meaning and 

interpretation.  

Have you ever had a song stuck in your head? Recently the song California Dreaming 

was stuck in my head. It starts off with "All the leaves are brown and the sky is grey." The 

imagery is a dreary winter day. As I was driving and thinking about the imagery of the song I 

noticed all around me, in every direction, abundant creation. There were thousands upon 

thousands of plants, beautiful and amazing, all teaming with life. All around me is beautiful and 

thriving life, all green, and all alive. I am surrounded - surrounded - by beautiful life. All of it 

thriving in sunshine with plenty of water and fertile soil. This is really good!  

I confess sometimes I get down and out as we all do. One of my favorite things to do 

when I am moody is to go outside, look around and admire the beauty of creation. The vastness 

of it all, it is everywhere, all around you. It is there for you, provided by God, for you to admire, 

appreciate, and use for your life. Genesis 1:29 God said, "See, I have given you every plant 

yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 

have them for food." When we get down and out we focus on what's bothering us. But when you 

take the time to admire God's creation then the focus is on the beauty of it all and the blessings 

God has granted to us. I encourage everyone to take the time to admire God's beautiful creation.  

There is a contrast to understanding God's creation. We have and know the biblical story 

of creation. But there is also the imperial story of creation. The empire story is reflected in the 

Babylonian Enuma Elish where human beings are created to a life of servitude and slavery. 

Slavery to the gods. Slavery to the rulers of empires like the king of Babylon. This story is a 

myth that is designed to have power and control over people. In this story the world is created 

out of combat. There is war between gods where one god kills another. So, it is a s story of 

winners and losers. The doctrine is that might makes right. The design is to control humans. It is 

ingrained in the culture. It is what the people know, accept, and expect. So that the rulers can 

enslave the people.  

What we have is the biblical creation story. This goes against the will of the rulers. In this 

story, creation comes out of the very word of God. So, God speaks and creation comes into 

being. There is only one God - the one true God. In the Bible creation is full of abundance and is 

for all. The world is created by God and is teaming with life. Humans are created in the very 
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image of God. Not as slaves to be ruled by others but as governors. Humans are called to govern 

as God governs in the universe; with generosity and joy. Human beings are created in the very 

image of God to govern as God governs, to live with abundance and generosity.  

There are ethical implications. We are to govern in God's likeness. We are to govern as 

God governs. This means we are called to take care of one another, to ensure that everybody has 

enough, not only to survive, but to thrive. Everyone is to have enough. Everyone within your 

household, everyone between households, everyone within your community, everyone within 

your nation, and everyone in the world that God created and loves. As God cares for us, we are 

called to care for one another in the likeness of God. We are to ensure that God's abundant life is 

available to all. This is the world of God's design and desire. The Bible has regulations that 

govern our action of how we treat others, especially the poor and vulnerable. In the Bible we 

learn to care for the poor, sick, widow, orphan, and alien. There are rules concerning gleaning so 

that people can have what is left over from the harvest. It is left over for the survival of others. 

There are rules concerning debt. So that people do not become trapped and helpless. There are 

rules concerning the treatment of the land. Even the land itself gets a Sabbath rest (Leviticus 25). 

Every 7 years the land lies fallow (farming term for what is left unsown in order to restore its 

fertility).  

In the Bible we learn about giving and hospitality. It works both ways to benefit both. 

You give food and shelter to the vulnerable traveler. They are hungry and thirsty and in danger 

because they are cutoff from their network of kinship and economic support. When the 

vulnerable stranger is welcome at your table they become a part of your household. They are 

ethically and morally bound to act as a member of your household. So, they act for the benefit of 

your household. Furthermore, we learn from Jesus that what you would do for a human stranger 

is what you do for Jesus himself. This is an OT principle. You offer your very best, your best 

meat, your best grain, your best wine. You spread this table before God and share a meal 

together. You and God become a family of friends (Leviticus 24:5-9). So, you offer your very 

best. Every Sabbath the people bring their very best gift to the Lord. We can never repay God, 

but what we can do, and should do, is offer our very best to God.  

Here we are today. You are a recipient of God's grace. God has given God's very best gift 

to you. It is not that our religion is the only religion in the world. Our religion is where God is 

reaching out to us. God is offering the very best that God has to offer to us. God is bringing to 

the table of fellowship God's very best for us. We are to respond with our very best to God and 

for God.  


