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Galatians 3:23-29 

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 

revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 

justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 

for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 

And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 

The Scripture is relatively easy to understand. I will paraphrase it (put it in other words). 

Before Jesus came the people of faith lived by the law. Well, the rule of the law is discipline. 

People are governed, or behave, due to the fear of discipline. But now with Christ justification 

comes by faith. We, the Christians, take on the identity of Christ. As such, there is no separation, 

no race, no social status, and no gender. All are one. In addition to that you get the promise of 

salvation. That is a basic summary of the Scripture.   

Now let's look at it in more detail. The people of faith used to live under the law. That is 

the old system; the law of Moses. The ruling, or governing, factor of the law is based on 

consequences of behavior. If you live by the law you get the benefits that come with that. If 

however, you fail to obey the law then you get the pain that comes as a consequence. The 

controlling factor of human behavior then is the fear of the pain that comes from punishment. 

The more harsh the punishment is the more fear that punishment generates. The higher the 

degree of fear the stronger the degree of control. The way law works is that the fear is the 

controlling element. Obedience is obtained due to the fear of punishment. The Scripture uses 

word imagery that deals with the legal system; imprisoned, guarded, and discipline.  

Our Savior arrives on the scene and he saves us. That's why he's called the Savior. He has 

the power to save us because of his divine nature. He is the Son of almighty God. With the 

advent of Christ there is a very big change. We are not ruled by discipline. Now it is faith that 

determines our righteousness. Through Christ we are justified by faith. This is really good news! 

It is so good it is hard to describe how good it really is. First of all we are all children of God. 

Before Christ the Jews looked at God as being only for them. They thought of themselves as 

God's chosen people because they are descendents of Abraham. However, Christ gives to us, the  

Gentiles, God. He doesn't just give us the God of the Jews. He also gives us access to God. There 

is no barrier between the believer and God. This is entirely new imagery of the divine. God has 

not changed. It is human understanding and perception of God that has changed. This is due to 

the enlightenment we get from Jesus. The old imagery is legalism with God is an agent of 

punishment. The new imagery is God as a loving parent who embraces us, the children.   

Next concept addressed in the Scripture is baptism. I can't emphasize enough the 

interpersonal indwelling of Christ and the believer. The concept runs throughout the Bible with 

many different forms of imagery. One such image is that we are baptized into Christ. Baptism is 

the most widely known rite. It is a sign of a new life as a changed person that is devoted to living 

the ways of Christ. Baptism bring us into union with Christ. This is what I mean by the concept 

of  interpersonal indwelling. Baptism reminds us of the death and resurrection of Christ and 

allows us to participate in a life changing service.  

The other image of interpersonal indwelling is "clothed with Christ." I personally use 

similar imagery of interpersonal indwelling frequently. We model our lives after the teachings 



and actions of Christ. The Christian is a person that takes after Christ. The Christian studies the 

master and applies the lessons of Christ and adapts Christ as the role model to live by.   

The next concept that is addressed in the Scripture is the one that I would like to 

emphasize the most because it is often overlooked. There is no longer Jew or Greek. This ties 

into last week's message where the Ephesian letter is one of unity. This is due to the relationship 

between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians. Unity exists because all Christians have a 

common shared belief that is more important than their differences. They are no longer Jew 

because they are now Christian. They are no longer Greek because they are now Christian. We 

are all one in Christ. When I was in the Marine Corps I was taught that we are all green. There 

are light green Marines and dark green Marines and we are all green.  

The author takes it a step further. You are no longer male and female. This is a very 

valuable lesson in our contemporary society. This Scripture prohibits discrimination against 

women. This is one lesson we need to teach and publish and shout it out loud because our society 

still needs to learn it. Don't be afraid to highlight this in your Bible, underline it, put a star by it 

in your Bible. When I was a kid I was taught do not mark in Bible. Personally I think it is more 

important to study it. If you want to preserve the Bible then buy two so you can have one to 

preserve and one to study. Which do you think has the highest value, the Bible that is not read 

but is in pristine condition or the Bible that is studied and has signs of wear. The Bible is meant 

to be read and studied and understood. It is the Bible that states "There is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus." That is in quotation marks. It is not taken out of 

context. The Scripture prohibits the discrimination against women. It explicitly prohibits 

discrimination based on race, social status, and gender. The Bible teaches that we are all one.  

And then there is the promise. Since you now belong to Christ you get the promise of 

salvation. What we have is a whole new system. A new faith based system that is entirely 

different from old system. The new system is governed by love. Christ came and changed 

everything and it was all God's doing. With the old system righteousness with God was reserved 

for the descendent of Abraham. It was genetics; Jews only.  The better you did under the law the 

more righteous you became if you were a Jew.  

I hope you understand this because it is a wonderful life! The gift to us is absolutely 

fantastic! It is so awesome, so good, it is overwhelming. God takes away the sting of punishment 

and replaces it with love and salvation. It is not reserved for select few but offered to all, 

everyone, through Jesus. Now the individual gets a new, wonderful life. You get a life - your life 

- your very life - touched by Jesus. You get a divine connection, a joyous, praise worthy, 

connection that makes you whole. God was viewed as authoritarian. Jesus is viewed as a friend, 

a companion, an advocate, and protector who helps us all, heals us all, and comforts us all. Jesus 

is our refuge. You can take all of your troubles to him. Through the love of God and the sacrifice 

of Jesus we have a wonderful life indeed.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


