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Be Who God Wants You to Be

Many years ago I was going through a stressful period in life. There was strong competition for an entry
level management position and I was the top pick of middle management, that is until I was sabotaged by a
jealous co-worker. I knew the lessons that Jesus taught about forgiveness and I tried real hard to embrace a spirit
of forgiveness but it seems all I could do was to be angry. Years later, when I was preparing to go into the
ministry, I knew I needed to resolve my failure to forgive. I had a talk with my mentor about this one experience
in life from which I still carried resentment. He provided me with some profound insight. He explained that the
other person was continuing throughout life being discontent with his surroundings and blaming his problems
on other people. he would never be successful because his unethical actions would eventually catch up to him.
He would never be happy because he is missing internal gratification and he would most likely end up spending
the rest of his life angry and envious. Whereas, I had the wonderful opportunity to go on with life and be the
kind of person that God has meant for me to be. That was an amazing eye opening lesson from which I will
always be grateful. Today, with the help of the Holy Spirit, I have the power to let go of any and every past
injustice. When I forgive the other person, I receive a liberating gift of freedom. I am free to live my life without
the burden of resentment. I am also able to be the kind of person that God has meant for me to be.    

In the Feb. 1 devotional a person writes about a biking experience when he was on a business trip in San
Francisco and set out to traverse the city and cross the Golden Gate Bridge. He anticipated an enjoyable and
scenic bike ride. However, after he started the journey, he realized that it was more difficult than he was
prepared for. It was cold, windy, and there were a lot of hills. In his determination to finish the course he failed
to enjoy the ride. When he realized that he was missing out on his original objective of enjoying the ride and
appreciating the scenery, he stopped on the bridge to appreciate the view of the bay and admire the beauty. 

As I was reading the devotional, I was thinking that this is the way that life is and how most people
relate to God. Then I read his conclusion which was similar to what I was thinking.  In life we tend to ignore the
most important things in our efforts to run the race. We often tend to forget to take time to appreciate God, the
beauty of nature, and our valuable time spent with family and friends. Take the time to value your relationship
with God and then God will help you with the rest. When you do, you get internal peace and satisfaction as the
Holy Spirit fills you, strengthens you, and comforts you. 

Psalm 23 teaches us, it is the Lord that is our shepherd and with that there is nothing for us to want, the
Lord provides all, and restores the soul. Having the Lord as our shepherd is the best case scenario in life. Our
protector, defender, and provider is the Lord. Since all of our wants and needs in life are taken care of we can
relax and appreciate bountiful blessings the Lord has provided for us. The internal self receives a warm glowing
satisfaction that does not have to be met by external gratification. You have a spiritual well being that's different
from others in society. With this spiritual well being you can face the worst that the world can throw at you and
you can enjoy life without trying to supplement happiness externally. Be the person God has meant for you to
be. Take time to appreciate God for all the wonderful things that have been provided for you and show your
appreciation to God for providing it through praise, worship, and prudent stewardship. 
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