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The Glory of the Lord July 16, 2017         

 

Exodus 16:4-8  

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 

the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they 

will follow my instruction or not.  5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it 

will be twice as much as they gather on other days."  6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the 

Israelites, "In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt,  7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 

complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?"  8 And Moses 

said, "When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 

morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him — what are 

we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD." 

 

Today I will talk with you about an issue concerning justice. I will start with a question. 

Why do people go hungry right here in the wealthiest nation on earth? I invite you to engage in 

open dialogue with me and other church leaders to discuss this situation and discern what God 

calls us to do about it.  

The Scripture today is one that most all of us are familiar with. The whole community 

escaped from slavery in Egypt. They are hungry, tired, and scared. They are in an extremely 

serious crisis. They are not refugees, this is not a planned migration for a better life on greener 

grass. There is no luggage, no belongings, they don't even have any food. Their position is 

extreme because they are fleeing slavery, the most extreme form of oppression. It is the 

extremity of their condition (slavery) that drove them to escape. They were chased and had to 

run for their lives. Now they have stopped running. They are still in an extreme crisis but they 

are able to stop running. Now they need to settle down with nothing. They are faced with the 

harshness of reality, their vulnerability within their environment. Some complain that they would 

be better off if they were slaves. At least they would be able to eat. They have nothing, no extra 

clothing, no tents, and no food. They are hungry, tired, and scared.   

Once again we see in the Bible the glory of God. The other side of the problem is hope. 

The glory of the Lord is seen in the food that is provided and the people are saved as God comes 

to the rescue. The Lord makes a threefold promise. God will provide for them bread from heaven 

to sustain life. They will receive a daily provision giving them enough for one day at a time. 

They will be able to take a Sabbath rest. They will have enough bread from heaven to grant them 

a day off. This is a lesson on justice but it is also a lesson on stewardship. The ration is enough 

for one day, it is fair to all, as each is given what they need. The ration is a matter of justice. You 

cannot get more than your share. You cannot have more while others have less. You cannot 

hoard the resources or store a surplus in your barn. You cannot get rich at the expense of the 

poor, destitute, and impoverished.   

The biblical lesson is how the scripture speaks to us today. To demonstrate this I will use 

real life story. Last month I went to the store. When I was at the check out there was a woman in 

front of me. I found it easy to judge her by her appearance, mannerisms, and language. From her 

appearance I judged her to be very poor, with clothes shabby, they were cheap, and worn. She 

had a very plain manner of dress. Her mannerisms also indicated a lower social class that is 

living on the fringes of social order. I judged her to be non-working, under educated, 

unsophisticated, disadvantaged, and underprivileged. Her language was unsophisticated. I can't 
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mimic it, can't describe it, can only label it. I judged her due to her clothing, appearance, 

mannerism, and language.  

What got to me was when she used the EBT (Electronic benefit transfer) card. I 

questioned silently "what about me ...where is mine?" She is in my store. She's in my line. I had 

to work for mine. I had to find my stuff on sale. I have to shop for bargains to try to catch a sale. 

I have to forgo, miss out on, and decline to purchase the things I want. While these negative 

human emotions engulfed me I discovered an internal problem of the self. Contrasting attitudes 

of real life where we face the dilemma of living as a Christian. The contrast exists between the 

Christian that I am and the Christian that I should be.  

In real life the attitude is a perceived injustice to me. It is not fair, it is not right, it is not 

justice, that she gets free food that I have to forsake. In real life there is the attitude of judging. 

Do I judge her? Should I judge her? Haven't I already judged her?  There is also an attitude of 

blame. I found it easy to blame a system that gives to some but not all. There is perceived 

injustice where she receives not because she has earned it but simply because she is poor.   

Standing in contrast to this is the Christian attitude where I can see and consider who she 

really is. In her life she is a person in another line where the first have taken all and have left her 

behind doing without. In her world is a system that puts her on the fringes of society to struggle 

because of the action of those that are more powerful. To put it in a biblical perspective, she is a 

woman in the wilderness that is getting her manna. The Christian attitude sees that she is a 

worthy human being deserving of God’s love.   

Here in the United States 12.7% of the population that's 42 million people are food 

insecure. There is low food security which is when people adapt coping strategies to eat, 

participate in food assistance programs and obtaining emergency food. There is also very low 

food security which is when eating patterns are disrupted, food intake is reduced due to 

insufficient money. This is 10.9 million adults and 6.4 million children. The well known question 

exists. What would Jesus do? I prefer to ask. What did Jesus Do? And even more specifically 

What does Jesus want me to do?   

The answers are never easy, In Exodus everyone was hungry. In real life we have the 

hungry but it is not everyone. I did not experience great depression but I remember seeing the 

pictures of the soup kitchens wit long lines of people waiting to get a bowl of soup. The problem 

still exists today. The lines are not at the soup kitchens, the lines are now inside the grocery 

stores using EBT cards. I can take offense that she gets free food in my store and in my line. Or I 

can look at it through another lens. She is getting her ration of manna.   

The challenge to us is to address our attitudes. This requires real inner soul searching and 

reflecting on the self. I was jealous of the advantage given that was not unearned. Our attitudes 

prompt us to judge others instead of recognizing how The Glory of the Lord can be revealed 

through us. The challenge to us is to find ways that we can provide hope today as God's agents 

on God's green earth? Checking our attitudes allows us to recognize that in real life the glory of 

the Lord is right here in front of me while I have been here envious and judging.   

I leave you with a challenge. Who are we to those in need? Are we the judges or the 

servants of God that are in charge of manna distribution? Is the Glory of God seen in our action? 

Let’s be honest, statistics reveal that the need is greater than we realize. The Christian is an agent 

of change. The problem of hunger is not one of whether or not there is enough food. The 

problem is one of distribution. God provides enough for all.  God sustains all of us. We just do a 

poor job of distribution. What did God do? God fed the multitude where everybody was fed; no 

one was left out. God heard the voices then in Exodus. God hears the voices now in America. 
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Let's bring our voices in to the table of dialogue to discuss what God may be calling us to do. I 

invite you to meet with me, elders, church leaders, and others. All are invited to engage in 

conversation this Tuesday at 12:00 in the fellowship hall. We will discuss how the glory of the 

Lord can be revealed through us as we act as agents for the hungry of the world.  

 

 


