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Acts 7:54-56

54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen.
55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" (NRSV).

The early Church experienced a season of incredible, explosive growth. Yet, with
that expansion came the practical challenges of compassionate ministry. The daily
distribution of food to those in need—particularly widows—was a massive undertaking
originally handled by the disciples. However, a rift began to form as Greek-speaking
Jews complained that their widows were being overlooked in favor of the Hebrew-
speaking ones. Recognizing that they could not abandon the ministry of the Word to
manage tables, the disciples delegated this administrative responsibility to others. They
selected seven men who were well-respected, full of the Spirit, and grounded in wisdom.
Among the first chosen for this task was a man named Stephen.

Stephen was far more than a capable administrator; he was a man full of the Holy
Spirit. While he served the needy, he also performed great wonders and signs among the
people, enabled by the Spirit to give a bold testimony of the risen Messiah. Ironically,
Stephen didn't get into trouble for his food ministry or his miracles. His conflict arose
during debates with local Jews who insisted that Jesus was not the Son of God. When
they found they could not stand up to his divine wisdom, they resorted to treachery. They
secretly instigated false witnesses to claim that Stephen had spoken against the Temple
and the Law. Stephen soon stood accused before the very same council that had executed
Jesus. Though the council lacked a compelling capital case, Stephen responded to the
High Priest with a sweeping, provocative speech. He recounted the history of Israel from
Abraham to Moses. This was deeply offensive to the ruling elite. It was like lecturing the
Supreme Court on the law, only far more personal. He demonstrated that Jewish leaders
had a long, consistent history of opposing God and rejecting the leaders that were sent to
them by God.

Turning from history to direct confrontation, Stephen called the leaders "stiff-
necked" and resistant to the Holy Spirit. He pointed out the grim parallelism of their
actions: just as their ancestors had persecuted the prophets who predicted the Messiah,
these leaders had now betrayed and murdered the Righteous One Himself. They had
received the Law but refused to obey it. By rejecting Jesus, they were rejecting God.
When the council heard this, they were consumed by rage and formed a mob. This was
not a legal proceeding. The Jews were not legally empowered by Rome to execute people
which is why Jesus was sent to Pilate. They grabbed Stephen, dragged him outside the
city walls, and began to stone him to death.

The scene presents a stark contrast in human nature. The mob acted like animals,
reduced to savagery by fear and jealousy. Conversely, Stephen remained Spirit-filled and
prophetic. In his final moments, he did not look at the stones; he gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God. He witnessed exactly what Jesus had promised: the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God, the highest place of honor. This vision provided the
reassurance he needed—a reminder that love reigns supreme and that because Jesus



comes first, nothing else matters. As the stones fell, Stephen offered a final prayer that
mirrored that of Jesus. He asked for forgiveness for his enemies, pleading, "Lord, do not
hold this sin against them," and then committed his spirit to God. In a world of chaos and
vindictiveness, Stephen was at peace. He chose to love when he saw hatred and to trust
when the world was against him. His prayer wasn't "save my life," but "receive my
spirit."

Faith gives us the eyes to see beyond the immediate problem. Surrounded by
violence and seconds from death, Stephen saw the heavens open up. It is powerful
imagery for heaven to open when the world closes. Stephen was rejected and condemned
by men, but he was looking at the reality from above. Often, our reality is defined by
what we are going through; what we believe, what we see, what people say, what is
falling apart, and the pain we feel. Stephen reminds us that there is another reality not
limited by human judgment. When Stephen looked up, he didn't see the anger of the mob;
he saw the peace and acceptance of Jesus. Because he was fixated on the Savior rather
than the stones, he was able to offer forgiveness instead of retaliation.

Stephen’s story is a deliberate parallel to the life of Jesus. From the false
testimony to the commendation of his spirit and the forgiveness of his executioners,
Stephen died imitating the Lord. He is the prototype for Christian martyrdom, calling on
the name of Jesus until the very end. This is a call for every believer today. When you
feel lost, when things do not go your way, or when you are troubled by the weight of the
world, look up. Look beyond your problem and above your pain. Look at what is opening
up for you. I invite you to cling to that same heavenly image that Stephen saw: “Look, I
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”



