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Acts 5:27-32

27 When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest
questioned them, 28 saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man's blood on
us." 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than any human
authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on
a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance
to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him" (NRSV).

The early church, as documented in the fourth and fifth chapters of Acts, presents a
compelling study in the transformative power of the Holy Spirit. We find Peter and John
standing in a position of remarkable spiritual authority. Despite facing the combined might of the
high priest, the ruling council, and the temple authorities, the apostles are not operating under
their own strength. It is the Holy Spirit that empowers and protects them, granting them the bold
courage necessary to provide a steadfast witness of the Gospel.

The background of this narrative is one of escalating tension. In Chapter 4, Peter and
John are arrested for witnessing and teaching the resurrection of Jesus. Their message deeply
annoyed the religious leaders. After a night in jail and questioning by the Sanhedrin, they were
strictly warned to cease speaking in the name of Jesus. Yet, the apostles refused to be silenced.
By Chapter 5, the church was experiencing a season of profound unity and growth; signs and
wonders were abundant, the needy were cared for, and the community was held in high esteem.
This success, however, bred a predictable opposition. Filled with jealousy, the high priest and his
associates arrested the apostles once more. God intervened through an angel to release them from
prison. The apostles did not flee. Instead, they returned immediately to the temple to teach.
When seized again and brought before the council, they faced a dramatic confrontation with the
authorities that had ordered their silence.

Today’s scripture highlights the harsh reality of this clash. When the high priest rebuked
them for defying orders, Peter responded with a profound moral clarity: "We must obey God
rather than human authority." He did not mince words, reminding the leaders that the very God
of their ancestors had raised the Jesus whom they had killed. While the council reacted with
murderous rage, a voice of wisdom emerged from Gamaliel, a highly respected teacher of the
law. His advice was brilliant in its simplicity: if this movement was of human origin, it would
fail; but if it was of God, no one could overthrow it. Though the leaders settled for a
compromise—flogging the apostles and repeating their warnings—the fundamental shift had
already occurred. The apostles had chosen a life of divine priority.

The lesson for us today is rooted in this same clarity of focus. The apostles’ transition
from fear to bold testimony was the result of a simple, profound rule of life: God comes first.
When we lose focus, we often find ourselves distracted by the temptations of the world, leading
to conflicted lives filled with frustration and internal wrestling. However, when God is the
primary focus, the disparate elements of our lives begin to align like metal is attracted to a
magnet. This alignment provides us with control over our circumstances rather than allowing
distractions to control us. By prioritizing God, we find the pathway to the three things we all
truly desire: Salvation: Living without fear because our ultimate security is in Him. Happiness:



Gaining an internal peace and joy that does not rely on external stimuli. Health: Finding the
spiritual and mental clarity to navigate the challenges of the physical body. In conclusion, the
transformation of the apostles serves as a blueprint for our own spiritual identity and calling.
Once we define what is truly important and put God first in our lives then the Holy Spirit will do
the Lord’s witnessing through us in our love, unity, and testimony.



