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Acts 2:37-42

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?" 38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him."
40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, "Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 42 They devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers (NRSV).

When the Word of God truly goes forth, it does more than inform the mind; it
pierces the heart. In the second chapter of Acts, we witness the birth of the Church not
through a board meeting or a social gathering, but through a profound spiritual
awakening. This movement begins with a piercing word, continues through a radical
response of repentance and baptism, and ultimately results in a brand-new life. It is here
that we see a devoted community begin to take shape, fueled entirely by the
transformative love of Jesus Christ.

To understand the weight of this moment, we must look at what the crowd had
just heard. Peter had just delivered his sermon at Pentecost, testifying that the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus were not accidents of history, but the intentional, divine plan of
God. He looked at the crowd and spoke a difficult truth: the crucifixion was God’s
purpose, yet they were accountable for His death. However, death could not hold Him.
Peter declared that God raised Jesus from the dead, and the supernatural phenomena the
crowd was witnessing—the wind, the fire, the tongues—were the direct result of the Holy
Spirit being poured out by the exalted Lord. The message was clear: the same Jesus they
crucified, is the Lord and Messiah.

Gospel preaching is unique because it manages to be both inspiring and deeply
confronting. When the crowd heard Peter’s words, they were "cut to the heart." This is
the moment of conviction—a spiritual awakening where the listener is no longer just a
spectator. They weren't just informed; they were stunned. There is a heavy holiness in
Peter’s sermon that creates a physical and spiritual reaction. This conviction is the
realization that Jesus is Lord, and we are implicated in His story.

True conviction always leads to the right question. The crowd did not ask, "How
do we feel about this?" or "What do we want to believe?" Instead, they cried out, "What
should we do?" (v. 37). This is the pivot point of the Gospel. Faith is never intended to be
passive; it demands a response. A heart pierced by truth cannot remain stationary; it must
move from awareness to action.

Peter’s answer begins repentance. It is vital to understand that biblical repentance
is far more than a fleeting feeling of remorse or the regret of getting caught. It is a 180-
degree turn—an intellectual shift in perspective, an emotional regret for sin, and an
actionable change in direction. Repentance involves turning from self-centeredness to
following Jesus. This includes restitution and social change; it is an effort to make things



right with those we have hurt and to repair damaged relationships. It is a shift in how a
person thinks, acts, and exists in the world.

In the book of Acts, baptism was the immediate response to the message. While
ritual washing had Jewish roots for purification and new converts, John the Baptist and
later the Apostles gave it new meaning. Unlike the repetitive washings of the old law,
Christian baptism became a one-time event signifying a new birth. By being baptized, we
follow the example and teaching of Jesus. It serves as a public declaration—a visible sign
to the world. It is our public identification with Christ. Symbolically, being immersed in
water and brought back up is a powerful metaphor: it represents the death and burial of
the old life and the rising to a new life with a clean slate.

God does not merely expose our sin but provides the way forward. Following
repentance and baptism, Peter promises the gift of the Holy Spirit. This marks the
transition from a corrupt generation to a new identity. Salvation leads us out of isolation
and into a new community—the church body—where we help one another remain
faithful.

The early church was built upon four essential pillars: teaching, fellowship,
communion, and prayer. These are the foundations of the church, turning a moment of
conversion into a lifetime of shared devotion. Conversion is not the end of the journey; it
is the beginning of a shared life. Devotion is the only normal response to the grace of
God. What begins as a sharp conviction in the heart becomes a community shaped by the
presence of Jesus. The same Spirit that cut hearts in Acts 2 is still building the church
today through repentance, faith, and a shared life. If you find yourself facing a problem
today, take it to the Lord. Ask the same question the crowd asked Peter: "What do I do
now?" The answer remains the same: turn toward God in repentance, make your identity
known publicly, and rely on the divine empowerment of the Holy Spirit.



