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Acts 2:14-21

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the LORD's
great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved
(NRSV).

Fifty days after Passover, the Jews gathered to hold one of their great festivals. It was a
time to praise God, to give thanks for the spring harvest, and to remember the law given to
Moses on Mount Sinai. Greek-speaking Jews called this festival Pentecost, meaning "fiftieth." In
the Old Testament, Israel observed three major pilgrimages festivals each year. The first was
Passover, the commemoration of their deliverance from slavery in Egypt. It was the biggest of
the three festivals, lasting a full week, and it drew the widest participation from Jewish
communities scattered across the ancient world. The second was Sukkot, the Feast of
Tabernacles, which celebrated the autumn harvest and kept alive the memory of Israel's years of
wilderness wandering. The third was Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks, a harvest festival in which the
people offered their first fruits to God at the Temple. This was the festival the Greeks called
Pentecost. In the New Testament, the name Pentecost would take on an entirely new meaning. It
became associated with the followers of Jesus — specifically with the receiving of the Holy
Spirit during the first assembly of the church, which occurred on that very Old Testament
holiday. A Jewish festival celebrating law and harvest became the birthday of the Christian
church.

Acts chapter two describes the events of a single extraordinary day — the Day of
Pentecost. Four things happen in the course of that one day: the arrival of the Holy Spirit as
promised in all the Gospels, Peter's bold public sermon, a multitude of conversions, and the
beginning of a new life among the believers. It begins with the disciples gathered together.
Suddenly the Holy Spirit arrives dramatically with the sound of a rushing wind and what appears
to be tongues of fire resting on each of those present. Everyone in the room is filled with the
Holy Spirit. The commotion is loud enough that a crowd gathers to find out what is happening.
What they discover astonishes them. The disciples are speaking in languages they have never
studied, yet each person in the crowd hears the message spoken in their own native tongue. There
is real confusion. Some in the crowd, perhaps grasping for an explanation, accuse the disciples of
being drunk even though it is only morning.

Into this moment of wonder and accusation, Peter steps forward and gives a bold, public
testimony. He explains exactly what is happening by connecting it to prophecy. He recites from
the prophet Joel, chapter two, verses twenty-eight through thirty-two. In that ancient prophecy,
God had promised a future outpouring of his Spirit accompanied by dramatic signs in the
cosmos, by blood and fire and smoke, by a time of divine judgment and intervention. Yet



alongside the judgment, the prophecy carries a word of hope. Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved. This is a vision of God's mercy opening wide to all who seek him. Peter's
announcement is clear. What the crowd is witnessing is the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. The
exuberance of the disciples, the languages, the rushing wind, none of it is accidental or
intoxicated foolishness. It is divinely ordained. A higher power has willed this moment. It is
established, directed, and approved by God. The response is staggering. About three thousand
people hear Peter's words, repent, and are baptized. It must have taken most of the remaining day
to baptize everyone. And by the time the sun sets on that day of Pentecost, the church has been
born.

The chapter closes by describing how the new believers began living in community —
sharing what they had, devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching, breaking bread together,
and praying. This is no coincidence. The way Acts 2 ends is a deliberate interpretation of how it
begins. Peter's sermon is not teaching that salvation is as simple as saying the right words and the
matter is settled. It is not teaching that all you must do is call on the name of the Lord, with no
baptism, no repentance, no changed life, no ongoing devotion required. Rather, Acts 2 is
teaching what genuine turning to God actually looks like. Calling on God leads to a changed life,
with people following the divine word. This gets to the heart of how we should read the whole
chapter. When Peter quotes Joel "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" the
rest of the chapter fills in what that calling means. In the Bible, calling on the Lord is not a
passive phrase. It is a call to action. It includes faith and trusting in Jesus. It includes repentance
and turning away from sin. It includes submission and choosing to follow Jesus as Lord. And it
includes a life of devotion living the changed life day after day. This is made explicit in verse
thirty-eight, where Peter instructs the crowd to repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins.
After they responded, we are told, they devoted themselves to teaching, to fellowship, to prayer,
and to a shared life together. That is not a one-time moment. That is ongoing obedience. Two
concepts belong together. Salvation is calling on the name of the Lord and a faithful following of
the word.

To call on the Lord means to turn to God personally with trust, prayer, dependence,
worship, and surrender. "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved" is not a
magic phrase to be recited. It means sincerely turning toward God in faith, and allowing that
turning to reshape everything. What does that look like? It looks like prayer earnest, honest
prayer: “God, help me.” That cannot be emphasized enough. It looks like trust, relying on divine
guidance rather than our own strength. It looks like worship, giving praise and honor to God. It
looks like repentance, admitting where we have gone wrong and seeking his mercy. And it looks
like relationship, being one with the Lord and with one another in community. When Peter was
sinking in the water, he cried out: "Lord, save me!" That is calling on the Lord. That is direct,
desperate dependence on Jesus. Whatever your troubles may be today, whatever weight you are
carrying, whatever storm you find yourself in, you can do the same. Turn them over to the one
who cares. He cares about you and He cares for you.



