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The Real Picture  June 2, 2019 

Acts 21:7-14 

7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais; and we greeted the 

believers and stayed with them for one day. 8 The next day we left and came to Caesarea; and we 

went into the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 He had four 

unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy. 10 While we were staying there for several 

days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 He came to us and took Paul's belt, 

bound his own feet and hands with it, and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'This is the way the 

Jews in Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'" 

12 When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then 

Paul answered, "What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to 

be bound but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 14 Since he would not be 

persuaded, we remained silent except to say, "The LORD's will be done." 

  

The title of the message today is The Real Picture. The real picture is that it is the Lord's 

will that is to be done. Everything that we are to do is founded upon this concept. It is the Lord’s 

will that is to be done. Everything that we say and do, believe and think, revolves around this 

concept. It is very simple and basic. Ever since the very beginning to today, it is the Lord's will 

that is to be done.  

In the Bible, by the time we get to Acts chapter 21, the Apostle Paul is finishing up his 3
rd

 

missionary journey. He heads to Jerusalem and is determined that nothing will stop him. Paul 

knows that his time is coming to an end. While he was in Miletus he asked the elders of Ephesus 

to meet with him. He then told them that he is going to go to Jerusalem, he does not know for 

sure exactly what all will happen to him there but that the Holy Spirit tells him that he will end 

up in prison and persecuted. He also tells them that he will never see them again. When he 

finished talking, they prayed and all of them cried knowing that they would never see him again. 

Then he set sail for Jerusalem.  

Today’s Scripture takes place during the voyage to Jerusalem. Now I need to take a break 

from the story and explain the difficulties of travel in this era. In this particular case the mode of 

travel that Paul chose was by ship as opposed to traveling by land. Both modes of transportation 

comprised of considerable risk and hardship. To travel by ship there was not one direct route. 

Paul had to travel to one port and then catch another ship to another port. In the Scripture we see 

that, on his way to Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul traveled from Tyre, to Ptolemais, to Caesarea. It 

is while he is in Caesarea that he met a prophet that said that Paul will be bound and handed 

over. The people there urged him not to go to Jerusalem but Paul was determined to go because 

what was important for Paul is that it is the Lord’s will that is to be done. Paul sees the real 

picture. It is not about the self, it is not about the wants or the needs of the individual, it is the 

Lord’s will that is to be done.  

A few weeks ago I was watching a movie about a Bishop that was having some trouble 

building a cathedral. He had the blueprints drafted and was now working on getting the money to 

build it. He held a meeting with the church leaders and there was this rich woman who I classify 

as being hardnosed. She insisted that it be built her way; to her satisfaction. The movie was about 

the ways the Bishop handled his frustrations, the politics of ministry, and showed the various 

maneuvers he had to make to handle the situation. The key point that I want to make here today 

is that they Bishop knew that it was not about the woman getting her way, it is all about God's 

way. It is the Lord’s will that is to be done. I thought "So many times in life we see people 
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wanting it their way but it is a very simple, basic, and very important premise. It is the Lord’s 

will that is to be done." Building a cathedral is a good thing. Having a place for worship is a  

good thing. Giving finances to the ministry is a good thing, but having it your way is not.    

God is the greatest giver. I will explain it this way. There is a concept of philosophy to 

discover that which is the greatest good. In religion we know that God is the greatest good. God 

is the greatest being. God has the greatest love. God gives this great love to us. So, God is the 

greatest giver.  

There is a contrast between God the great giver and the type of giving that is revealed in 

the movie. In the movie the rich woman was willing to give and this is good. However, she is 

accustomed to people swooning over her and her wealth. She is used to having it her way and 

she insists on having it her way. Her gift to the ministry is conditional. Therefore, it is not given 

out of love, it is given for her own satisfaction. The rich woman's concern was that it is her own 

will that is to be done. Whereas, the Bible teaches us it is the Lord's will to be done.   

Now we get back to today's Scripture and we see an example of the extent of the Apostle 

Paul's giving. Paul’s giving is 100% of himself for God’s glory. Paul sees the real picture is that 

it is the Lord’s will that is to be done. Paul believes this, and lives by this, and has surrendered 

his whole life to this premise. The Apostle Paul has completely surrendered. Like Jesus, the 

Apostle Paul sets out for Jerusalem in spite of the danger. Like Jesus, the Apostle Paul knows the 

risk and he is willing to make the sacrifice in spite of the risk. Paul is 100% devoted to the Lord. 

He did not pick and choose a religion, He did not try to find that which might suit him, He did 

not put the teaching of humans (doctrine) first. Paul put the Lord's will 1
st
 and foremost in his 

life.   

How is this applicable to us? Well, we all made a public confession of faith and promised 

to surrender our lives over to a new life devoted to God and following the teachings of Jesus. But 

we live in society where people want it their way and think that it's OK. They think it is OK to be 

absent from worship, or to be spiritual but not religious. That is not what the Bible teaches. That 

is human created doctrine. How do we resolve the discrepancy between the promise we made 

and the life that we live? The promise is more like the life that the Apostle Paul lived - a life that 

is surrendered to Christ and the Lord's will to be done.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


