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2nd Peter 1:16-21
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 
received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 
Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 18 We 
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.
20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own 
interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by 
the Holy Spirit spoke from God" (NRSV).

In an era defined by profound skepticism, we find ourselves navigating a landscape 
flooded with divergent news, conspiracy theories, and intentional misinformation. Deception has 
become a staple of social media, making genuine trust difficult to come by. As a result, the 
modern world has learned to question everything. Yet, for those of us who claim a Christian 
identity, we must ask ourselves where we truly stand. Is our faith built on a solid foundation, or 
is it merely a collection of "clever stories" and self-serving myths? 

There are different degrees of devotion. A nominal Christian is someone who believes in 
name but never allows Jesus to take the lead. We can celebrate with praise and thanks for being 
saved, but if we practice our faith with minimal conviction, we are wearing the name of Christ 
without bearing His cross. Jesus offered a harsh rebuke for the "lukewarm" in the book of 
Revelation. He also gives a strong warning in the Sermon on the Mount, not everyone who calls 
him Lord gets in, and he says “go away, I never knew you evildoers” (paraphrased). Fail to do 
what He says and you get stuck at the narrow gate. 

A disciple is defined by the reality that Jesus rules their life. When Jesus gave the Great 
Commission, He did not simply say "go and make converts"; He commanded us to make 
disciples and teach them to obey everything He commanded. The Apostle Peter wrote to 
believers who were facing similar pressures from false teachers who sought to sow doubt. These 
teachers were often driven by greed and arrogance, exploiting the faithful for personal gain and 
twisting the Gospel into speculation. Peter’s response was to anchor the faith of the believers in 
reality rather than myth. He did not rely on fabricated legends or fables; instead, he pointed to 
eyewitness testimony and the prophetic Word of God to demonstrate that the Gospel is entirely 
trustworthy.

Peter’s defense of the faith begins with a powerful appeal to personal experience. He was 
not reporting secondhand information or religious dogma; he was there. He witnessed the 
Transfiguration of Jesus with his own eyes, an event recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. Alongside James and John, Peter saw Jesus transformed on the mountain, His face 
shining like the sun and His clothes becoming a dazzling white. This was no vision or dream; it 
was a physical manifestation of Christ’s majesty. Peter emphasizes that they not only saw His 
glory but also heard the very voice of God testifying to the truth of who Jesus is. This eyewitness
account serves as an immovable anchor for the believer, proving that our faith is grounded in 
historical fact.
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Beyond his own experience, Peter shifts to the evidence found in the written Word of 
God. In a world darkened by sin and spiritual deception, Scripture acts as a light that illuminates 
the path and reveals the truth. These writings did not emerge from human imagination; rather, 
the prophets spoke and wrote exactly what God intended. While the human authors used their 
own unique personalities and styles, they were directed by the Holy Spirit. This dual nature of 
Scripture—both human and divine—means we can trust the Bible completely as the inspired 
Word of God. It is the definitive guide that allows us to distinguish between the truth of Christ 
and the errors of the world.

The application for our lives today is to stand firm despite the skepticism of the age. 
When the world challenges our convictions, we can remain grounded in the historical reality of 
the Apostles’ testimony and the divine inspiration of the Bible. It is vital that we study the Word 
carefully, meditate on it deeply, and obey it fully. Just as Peter shared his testimony to strengthen
others, we should share what God has done in our lives to provide encouragement to those 
around us. Furthermore, we must remain devoted to prayer, following the example of Jesus who 
prioritized communion with the Father.

In conclusion, Peter’s message is a direct answer to anyone struggling with doubt or 
confusion. We do not follow traditions based on opinions; we follow a faith built on historical 
events witnessed by credible people and recorded in God’s Word. In a world of uncertainty, we 
have a sure foundation. Let us stand firm on that foundation, treasuring the Word that guides us 
and living with total confidence as we await the return of our glorious Savior.
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