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 Kings 4:1-7     
 

1 Now the wife of a member of the company of prophets cried to Elisha, "Your servant my 

husband is dead; and you know that your servant feared the LORD, but a creditor has come to 

take my two children as slaves." 2 Elisha said to her, "What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do 

you have in the house?" She answered, "Your servant has nothing in the house, except a jar of 

oil." 3 He said, "Go outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty vessels and not just a 

few. 4 Then go in, and shut the door behind you and your children, and start pouring into all 

these vessels; when each is full, set it aside." 5 So she left him and shut the door behind her and 

her children; they kept bringing vessels to her, and she kept pouring. 6 When the vessels were 

full, she said to her son, "Bring me another vessel." But he said to her, "There are no more." 

Then the oil stopped flowing. 7 She came and told the man of God, and he said, "Go sell the oil 

and pay your debts, and you and your children can live on the rest." 

 

In God's hands. Now, that's a good title for a message. I don't know about you but if there 

is anything I would want, anywhere I would want to be, it is in God's hands. We are in God's 

hands. The people of the Old Testament were in God's hands, the New Testament people were in 

God's hands, and today we are in God's hands. Personally I have a big concern. There is a 

parallelism between the world of the Old Testament prophecy and our world today. The era of 

the Old Testament prophecy is an era of exile. The people were conquered and enslaved because 

they turned away from God. Whereas I have witnessed in my life time the same basic problem. 

In our society people have turned away from God and it is a popular concept with the religious 

world to cater to the people. To suit the people devalues our purpose to stay true to the word of 

God, to worship in spirit and in truth, and to change society instead of being changed by it.     

Let's take a look at what is going on in the Scripture. Elisha is one of the early prophets. 

His time frame was over 100 years before the invasion; that is before the Exile. During this time 

frame the kings are bad. They have devalued their purpose and did not stay true to the word of 

God. They did not worship in spirit and in truth and were changed by society instead of being a 

leading force to lead the people to God. They supported idol worship and people turned further 

and further away from God. In today's Scripture, the is a time of warning the people that disaster 

is going to come.  

Let's capture what is going on in the Scripture. There is a women who is the wife of a 

prophet. This is a time of great famine that is a hardship on everyone. The prophets of God were 

not excluded. Her husband dies. This significantly compounds her hardship. So, she cries out to 

Elisha. He is a great prophet of Israel; the successor to Elijah. He is powerful. He has the power 

to perform miracles and he has healing ability. Of course, his power and ability comes from God. 

His main focus was to bring people back to God. Therefore, he speaks in spirit and in truth, he 

does not cater to society, and he works to bring the people to the monotheistic worship of their  

ancestors. So, this woman owes money because of the hardship of famine compounded by the 

fact that she is a widow. A creditor then takes her two children as slaves. She is hopelessly 

despondent. So, she cries out to Elisha who asks her what she might have. He is checking on her 

resources to see if she has anything of value that she can sell to pay off the debt. She has nothing. 

She is flat broke. There is absolutely nothing of value. All she has is a jar of oil. Elisha sets her 

up with some magic. She follows his instructions, borrows empty barrels from her neighbors, 

fills them all up to the top with her one jar of oil. Where did this oil come from? This is the 
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power of God when you are in God's hands. It has a multiplication factor that does not stop until 

the need is met. She fill up all of the vessels in the neighborhood. In God's hands she is able to 

sell the oil, pay off her debt, and free her children from slavery. Society has pushed her down but 

God lifted her up.    

Aren't you glad you did not live back then? Can you imagine what it would be like to 

have your children taken into slavery because you had debt? On top of that the debt was not your 

fault, you were a victim of circumstances, a financial hardship that could happen to anyone. In 

today's society there is more need than we have a means to fulfill. There is homeless, poverty, 

people that are stuck between which bill to pay this month. There are people that are one illness 

away from losing a home. How the Scripture speaks to us is we are in God's hands. What God 

needs  from Christians are some of the same things God needed from the prophet. To speak the 

word of God to a wayward society in order to turn the community back to God. To be agents of 

care to the people. We are God's ministers. We are God's servants here on earth. We are called to 

repair the damage that is done when society pushes people down. We are to lift them up. The 

people are in God's hands but God used the prophet and God depends on us today to lift the 

people up. God's work is done through God's people for God's glory.    

If you have just a little bit to give, the reality is whatever we have to offer, whether it is 

little or a lot, God can use it and perform miracles. Trust in God. Exercise your faith. Let your 

offering perform miracles in God's hands.  

 

 

  

 


