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 Corinthians 5:16-21  

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.  17 So if anyone is 

in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 

new!  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation;  19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  20 So 

we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

The Scripture today is based on previous dialogue written by the Apostle Paul. He 

addresses a problem that some in Corinth have an attitude of superiority. They thought and 

taught that the Spirit of God made them better than others. Paul knows a different perspective all 

together. The Apostle Paul knows that the Christian leader has a responsibility, a duty, a calling, 

to serve others; not to expect favoritism or claim a privilege. Missionaries, Paul refers to them as 

false teachers, were undermining Paul's teaching. In the letter he engages in an argumentative 

discourse defending his position as an apostle, an ambassador for Christ. He testifies that his 

ministry has been one of hardship. In so doing he is not bragging or boasting, he is 

demonstrating his position. He is a role model for all of us because he does not let the hardship 

that he has endured get the best of him. Paul is confident in his position as an apostle and 

understands that the glory of God is way more important than any hardship that he could endure.   

Paul owns a specific comprehension of reality. I will repeat that because it is a very 

significant viewpoint. The Apostle Paul owns a specific comprehension of reality. By this I mean 

that Paul does not just think or believe; Paul has taken ownership of a specific understanding of 

the divine. This comes to him from his face-to-face encounter with the resurrected Jesus. Paul's 

concept changed dramatically when he had that encounter with Jesus. So now he has a entirely 

new reality that is founded upon that life-changing event. The encounter with Jesus is what 

makes him who he is. It shapes his character. It is what gives him meaningful purpose, drive, and 

ambition. So Paul knows the Spirit is both with him and within him. Behind all of his action 

there is only one motive and that is to serve the Lord. His Christian life has been lived fearing 

(reverence) the Lord. Boasting is not a part of that; boasting has no place in reverence. Boasting 

is an outward appearance designed to impress or satisfy the ego as I have been known to call it 

"putting on airs." Paul understands the love of Christ is the motivation. We do not live for the 

self but for Christ who died for us all. Understanding Paul's position and the framework that 

shapes him brings us to the Scripture.     

The Scripture starts with "from now on" indicating it is based on the information, which I 

have just described. Paul is not just presenting his case, he builds up to it. He has laid down the 

foundation of the argument for the lesson. The understanding is that Jesus died for all of us, the 

Holy Spirit is with us, and we are to serve God by serving others. The Christian has a whole new 

perspective that is an entirely different concept of reality. The Christian is a transformed person 

that lives by an entirely different code from the rest of the world. Now we are like Christ; we 

model his life. This new life has a new set of standards; it is a new creation that is no longer 

governed by the standards of the world.  
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The Apostle Paul teaches to regard no one from a human point of view. Now I don't 

know about you but I think this is a hard thing to do. It is easy to judge others, easy to criticize, 

and fun to gossip. Paul's teaching comes from his basic concept and understanding of the divine. 

This is a whole new realm. It takes a lot of effort and a lifetime of diligence to reach the point 

where you regard no one from human point of view. It takes an entirely different frame of mind, 

a new level of thinking and understanding, a quantum leap in your perception. As a new creation 

you can live within your highest self because you have a divine ability, a God given ability, 

because the Holy Spirit is now in you.  

The ego says who I am is different from others, with different intelligence, looks, 

finances, levels of success, degrees of health, etc. Your higher self does not care about human 

differences, your higher self is engulfed in peace. The world we live in is a life of separation. 

The world is separate from God and people separate themselves from others. With the divine 

living in you as a new creation (born again) the peace of the divine is awesome! With it you have 

no other wants or desires. You have internal and everlasting peace. It is the best of the best.  

The divine looks at others from a different perspective than the world. In the world life is 

a struggle. In the new creation life is turned over to God where there is no power struggle, no 

domination of others, and no need to impress. You show up in this physical body but inside of 

you is a totally different person that is at peace. The Apostle Paul understands that you become 

one with God instead of one that is separate from God.  

Your life is no longer a rat race that satisfies the ego. Which is all about who am I better 

than, rushing, worry, finances, drama, anxiety, anger, what's in it for me, quotas, how much can I 

get, competition, get mine before someone else gets it, and the defeat others. You see it every 

day as it is all around you. Other people are always in hurry, impatient, judgmental, criticizing, 

and boasting. You are totally different as your life is full of peace. You get into this realm 

through the love of Christ and his reaching out to you in divine engagement. You maintain this 

realm through daily habits and goals that include meditation, prayer, devotions, and service. 

Society is going to go against you. People will judge you, try to pull you back, and 

criticize you. But you get into the divine zone and leave the old life, the old self behind. You 

embrace the new self, the higher self that is engaged with the divine. Then there is this shift, a 

change whereupon you are the strong one. You are the strong one because you are strengthened 

by the Holy Spirit. Now as the strong one it is your mission to help and serve others because you 

have – the secret of life – and the divine power that comes with it. The secret of life is no secret. 

Jesus openly and freely offers it. But to others around you it is a secret to them as they don’t 

understand how you can be so calm and engulfed in peace.     

All of this is from God who takes the initiative. What God has done is reconciled the self 

with the world through Christ. As a Christian we are like Christ. Then we become ambassadors 

for Christ. The position of an ambassador is an office of glory. An ambassador receives a direct 

commission from the government to represent the government and that people that the 

government serves. An ambassador is the most responsible position. An ambassador has a direct 

commission to live in a foreign land among the people within their language and traditions. The 

ambassador speaks for his or her own country. There is honor in being an ambassador and there 

is great responsibility as one person represents the whole. People judge the country by its 

representative, the ambassador, and people listen to that representative. The Christian is an 

ambassador for Christ. You are commissioned by Christ for the work of the Church. This is a 

tremendous honor and responsibility. The honor of Christ is in your hands.    
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You are no longer the athlete, the warrior, the statesman, factory worker, teacher, or 

whatever. You are no longer the human being (hypothetically speaking). Oh, you still do these 

things but they are no longer your primary purpose; they no longer define you. With the new 

creation you are no longer the physical human being. You are now the spiritual being living 

within the human experience. You are eternal living a new life with a new perspective in a new 

creation. I said earlier that it is hard to regard no one from a human point of view. But it isn't 

hard once you understand that you can look at others through the eyes of Christ and see other 

people as Christ sees them. You see the world through the divine engagement. Through Christ 

you are a new creation.   

 

 

  

  

 


